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Editorial

Technology: The need to enslavement

The last decade of last century and the first decade of
this century have been the decades of Technological
Innovations never witnessed by mankind earlier. We
have been the beneficiaries of great developments
taken place in several areas of science and
technology, which has directly or indirectly affected
our life styles. Mentioning a few specifically are
advances in the field of electronics and
communication, viz. Internet, Satellite TV, Mobile
Phones etc. These modern day inventions have given
us gadgets, which do complicate things in simple
ways, we thought miracle once upon a time. The
essence of things that has simplified life manifold and
provided comforts is a subject of debate, whether a
boon orabane.

The need: A common answer to the question whether
we need these gadgets would be yes. Most people
exclaiming further, saying, “Of course, Yes”! How can
we live without it? At this juncture it leaves us thinking
as to how did we manage to live without them for all
these years. The thought is suppressed as soon as it
emerges by justifying its need to the contribution it
makes to the fast pace of life. It is impossible to
imagine living in the modern world like we lived 10-
15years ago.

A habit: Habit refers to an acquired pattern of
behaviour that often occurs automatically. In context
to the subject being discussed, are we getting
habituated to these gadgets and facilities, or the
changes they force into our lives? One may fail to
answer this apparently, but it is true that we are slowly
and subtly getting habituated to this modern life style.
A few questions may help us to arrive at the true
answer. Do you sleep with your mobile phone besides
your pillow? Do you check emails or browse through
net, extensively? Do you sit in front of TV for long

hours and watch anything that is shown? Do you send
and receive countless sense or nonsense messages
on your cellphone? Orkut of facebook are some recent
activities that keep us unnecessarily busy. Do you
engage in it? If any of the answer to these questions is
yes - then you have already formed a habit. You may
not visualise it because you are right inside it, but if you
take a step out of itand analyse, it may be realised.

Addiction: Addiction can be a continued involvement
with a substance or activity despite the negative
consequences associated with it, or a kind of abnormal
psychological dependency on it. What may be a habit
today may become an addiction tomorrow. In fact it has
become an addiction for some, especially the
youngsters. If a break in the sleep in the middle of night
is taken as an opportunity to check and send email or
chat, then it may be a sign of addiction. It is a general
observation that there is an indiscriminate use of the
technology going on in the youth. The younger children,
are totally aware and eager, and waiting for their time to
come to jump into it. Overall, everyone including the
parents and teachers, agree to this but have few ideas
to prevent it. The actions taken are limited to banning
the use of cell phones orinternet in schools and colleges
and satellite TV at home, which has hardly made any
difference. The addiction and attraction continue to
grow.

Enslavement: Slavery is employment of people
against their will. The indiscriminate use of technology
due to decrease in cost and affordability, and easy
accessibility of these facilities is pushing us towards
enslavement. Ten years ago internet was available only
at the cyber café, and their numbers were limited. The
cost of an incoming call on a cell phone was ¥ 3 and
outgoing call was 6. Things have changed, the kind of
schemes arising out of cut-throat competitions between
companies have resulted into an encouragement which
says, “don't think, just enjoy". We are living in
an era of decreasing rates on talk time and increasing
rates of time itself, 'The phone is free but time

continued on page 5...
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p> P G. Department of Business Studies,
Sardar Patel University organized three days state
level workshop on "Research Methodology in
Commerce and Management” during
2-4 December, 2010 under UGC's merge scheme.
This workshop was inaugurated by Honourable
Vice-Chancellor of our University Dr. Harish Padh,
Prof. A. C. Brahmbhatt-Nirma Institute of
Management and Workshop Director Dr. P. K.
Rathod, Professor and Head of Business Studies
Department. Total 67 participants across the
various parts of Gujarat state participated in this
workshop. There were lots of practical exercises,
assignments and group activities during three
days, divided into 11 sessions. Last day was kept
for Data Analysis and Interpretation with the help
of SPSS and Excel. The workshop successfully
coordinated by Dr. Raju M. Rathod and Dr. Y. M.
Dalvadi.
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p> On 5th January, 2011, Sardar Patel
University Teachers' Association (SPUTA)
felicitated retired teachers of Sardar Patel
University at Chemistry Department's Auditorium.
The President of SPUTA, Prof. N.K. Patel welcomed
and introduced the guests in the beginning of the
function. Dr. N. L. Ved of Gujarati Department and
Dr. Tarulataben Shah of Chemistry Department
shared their feelings on this occassion. Honourable
Vice-Chancellor of our University Dr. Harish Padh
felicitated retired teachers and addressed the
members. The Secretary - Dr. R. M. Rathod
proposed a vote of thanks.
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What are the Seven Secrets of Success -
| found the Answers in My Office:

1. Fan Said - Be Cool

2. Root Said - Aim High

3. Window Said - See the World

4. Clock Said - Every Minute is
Precious

5. Mirror Said - Reflect Before You Act

6. Calender Said - Be Up-to-Date

7. Door Said - Push Hard for your
Goals

...continued from page 1

is money'. Moreover, the cost of equipments is also
reducing to nothing day by day. Today we get voice
call, voice msg, texting, mms, email, music, video,
photography, recording and almost unlimited storage
inside an affordable small pocketsize equipment. We
are becoming more dependent and less dependable.
If you tell somebody to calculate, he has to open a
calculator, if you ask today's agenda, he needs to open
task manager, you ask the meaning of a term he has
to google, you ask where you are, he opens the GPS.
When you don't ask anything, he is playing a game or
smsing. We may not have reached the stage of our
enslavement by technology, we may be far away from
it, but it seems that we are willingly rushing towards it.
Our journey from need to enslavement has begun.
Wake up and wake everyone up, before all of us forget,
technology and man, who is for whom?

- Ujjval Trivedi
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PANEL DISCUSSION - NEW INITIATIVE IN EDUCATION

o

Christian College of Management Studies, Anand
managed by the Gujarat Christian Service Society,
Ahmedabad organized an Inter College Level Panel
Discussion in association with Indian Commerce
Association (Gujarat Chapter) and Divya Bhaskar-as
amedia partner on January 7, 2011 Friday. The theme
of the discussion was 'Media, Society and Business
- aCorporate Point's of View'.

More than 400 participants from fourteen different
colleges affiliated with Sardar Patel University took
part in this Panel Discussion. The President of the
function was Mr. Wallace Christian, Chairman of the
College Committee, Chief Guest of the function was
Dr. Harish Padh, Hon. Vice-Chancellor of the Sardar
Patel University and the Guest of Honor was Shri N.L.
Sanghavi, The President of ICA (Gujarat Chapter) and
I/c Principal-BJVM College honored the dias.

On Media Panel Mr. Deepak Ashar-Editor, Divya
Bhaskar, Anand, Ms. Ayesha Khan-Senior Assistant
Editor, The Indian Express executed as Panel Experts,
Dr. V.S. Lall-International renowned Agricultural
Scientist and Mr. Sharad Amin-Chairman, High Speed
Turbo Pvt. Ltd. were present on the society panel.
Mr. H.C. Shah - Vice-President (Finance), ELECON
Engineering Co. Ltd executed as a business expert,
offered his valuable time on corporate panel. As per
the format of the Panel Discussion the quite exigent
role of the Moderator played by Prof. Hari Desai-
Director, CVM's CERLIP and ILSASS, V. V. Nagar.

At the initial stage, a well-known agricultural
scientist and counselor Dr. V.S. Lall and commented
upon Media in the context of present time and
occurrences. In her keynote address Ms. Ayesha
Khan, Senior Asst. Editor of the Indian Express
focused on the recent 2G-spectrum controversy
infamously called as Radia Gate/Media Gate. She
pointed out how do newspapers survive and its role
in challenging surroundings. She also explained in
detail Nira Radia-as a lobbyist of corporate. She also
suggested that, we should use sources and not the
sources use us. She had analyzed the issues against
the fourth power-Media.

The honourable Prof. Harish Padh, Hon. Vice-
Chancellor of Sardar Patel University commented
that, the news about the Sardar Patel University is
not given desired preference in known newspapers.
He suggested media to play an appropriate role in
present time and increase awareness amongst
society.

During the programme of Panel Discussion Mr. Deepak
Ashar from Divya Bhaskar, Ayesha Khan, Senior Asst.
Editor of the Indian Express, Prof. Hari Desai, Director
of CERLIP and ILSASS, Mr. H.C. Shah, Vice-President
(Fin.), ELECON Engineering Co. Ltd., Mr. Sharad Amin
of High Speed Turbo Pvt. Ltd. and other experts
interacted with the students and discussed on said
areas with participants with practical examples and
satisfactorily answered the questions and queries of
the participants.
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