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p>  Prof. (Dr.) Sandip K. Bhatt, P.G. Deptt. of
Business Studies participated in the 60th All India
Commerce Conference held at Osmania University,
Hyderabad from 27th to 29th December, 2007. He
also presented his paper entitled, "Impact of self
Employed Women's Association (SEWA) on
Informal sector of Labour". Prof. Bhatt acted as
Co-chairman in Teachnical Session IVth - "Informal
Sector : Hopes and Challenges".

Prof. (Dr.) Sandip K. Bhatt, P.G. Deptt. of Business
Studies, participated in the IASSI Annual
Conference on "Reforming Rural Non-farm

Activities for Benefits of Globalisation" and
presented a paper on '"India on path of Globlisation"
held at the Institute of Rural Management (IRMA),
Anand during 11-12, January 2008.

cudll glosa Ao SIARAg dIlfs 2lEdua
dl. 39 oy 1Z1efl all Voy211<] €310l [ARA1uA U 0lH2H
AR - Ao BeulIzal GIRASII ASIMEIal ST. Aot &l [Rig
S, 21 A&l AR AofRalldSs Hall[Asiiol [Aei1dl0ll
A, AA. ASYIRIIg 202N &0l Ul UAE 8Y &g, Fail [AuY
&dl -"Examining the effect of organizational health
on job-involvement with special reference to
engineering and pharmaceutical organizations".

> Dr. Raju M. Rathod and Dr. Yagnesh
Dalvadi- Lecturers at Business Studies Department
presented paper titled "A Qualitative study on
Operational Problems of Right to Information
Act - A Public Authority Prespective" at a Two
Day UGC sponsored seminar on 'Right to
Information and Consumer Protection' organized
by G. H. Patel Institute of Business Management,
MBA Department, Sardar Patel University, during
7-8th December 2007.

Dr. Yagnesh Dalvadi, Lecturer at Business Studies
Department, presented papers titled "Accounting
for Small Enterprise with Special Reference to
Hotel Accounting" and "Financial Reporting and
Decision Making by Investors in Emerging Capital
Markets" at 30th All India Accounting Conference
and International Seminar on Accounting
Education and Research held at Jodhpur,
Rajasthan, during 15-16 December 2007.

>  Dr.D.R. Patel (former faculty of BK School
of Management, Gujarat University) delivered a
series of lectures to the M.Com. Previous and Final
Students on 'Disclosure Practices and Investors
Protection' under the Visiting Fellow Scheme - UGC
SAP Programme during December 3-8, 2007.

Dr. H. N. Agrawal (former Head of the
Department, Saurashtra University) delivered a
series of lectures to the M. Phil. Students on
'Research Methodology' under the Visiting Fellow
Scheme - UGC SAP Programme from December
25, 2007 to January 3, 2008. He gave detailed



knowledge of research methodology including
Z test, ANOVA test and Chi-Square test.
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> Dr. Manisha S. Bhatt, I/c Principal, Sardar
Patel Commerce College, Boriavi attended
Annual conference of the IASSI on "Reforming
Rural Non- farm Activities for Benefits of
Globalisation" and also presented a paper on
Globlisation, held at IRMA, Anand during 11-12,
January 2008.

> G. H. Patel Post Graduate Institute of
Business Management, Sardar Patel University,
Vallabh Vidyanagar, organized a UGC-SAP
Sponsored Two-Day National Seminar on "Right
to Information and Consumer Protection in India".

7th December, Friday - First day

Prof. Shantibhai G. Patel, President, Indian Institute
of Public Administration, Vallabh Vidyanagar
Chapter chaired the function and inaugurated the
seminar.

Then Prof. R. P. Patel, Seminar Director, introduced
the theme of the seminar in detail.

Ms Anita Anand Shrivastav, Advocate and Legal
Advisor, Power Grid Corporation of India Ltd., New
Delhi, in her key-note address, informed the
audience that the R.T.L. is a landmark in the history
of Indian Democracy. She threw light on the need
of R.T.I. the meaning of R.T.I., the need of
awareness of Consumers for R.T.I. and education
of consumer for R.T.I. and obligations of various
sections of Government. She also talked about who
consumer is, and why the consumer needs
protection in India.

After Tea-break, the Technical Session I
commenced. Prof H. J. Jani welcomed the
Chairperson Prof. Pramod Paliwal of Dindayal
Petroleum University, Gandhinagar.

The following participants presented their papers:
1. Sunny Thomas & Waheed Sheikh

"Right to Information and Good Governance"
2. Ms Rachna Gandhi & Prof. R. P. Patel

"RTI as a Service Package to Create Citizen
Satisfaction : A Marketing Paradigm"

3. Ms Kamini Shah

"The RTI Act is Really Ensuring Transparency"
The following participants presented their papers:
1. Bigi Thomas

"Time will decide the Destiny & Let us decide
the Time"

2. Dr. Yagnesh Dalvadi & Dr. Raju Rathod

"Quantitative Study on Operational Problems
of RTI ACT - A Public Authority Prespective"

3. Dr. Basant Kumar

"Consumer Protection in India : Implications
of R.T.I. Act"

8th December, Saturday - Second day

In the beginning Prof. R. P. Patel, Seminar Director,
welcomed and introduced the panel members :
(1) Prof. K. C. Raval, School of Law, Gujarat
University, Ahmedabad (2) Ms. Anushree Kapadia,
Advocate, Gujarat High Court, Ahmedabad,
(3) R. N. Singh, Advocate, Gujarat High Court,
Ahmedabad.

All the panelists threw light on various aspects of
the RTI Act and various provisions for Protection
of Consumers, how people can take benefits of
the RTI and how consumers can get various
protections.

After Tea-break Technical Session-III commenced.

Mr. K. S. Prasad welcomed and introduced the
Chairperson - Prof. Hemant Trivedi, MICA,
Ahmedabad.

The following participants presented the papers :

1. Ms Shivani Mishra
"NGO: Aheading Social Movement through RTI"



2. Amit Jain & Sonal Jain
"E-Portfolia Available tool"

3. Mr. Nishith Dave

"Facilitating Learning, Assessment & Appraisal
in the Information Era"

4. Ms Asha Makhecha
"RTI & Its Implications"

Mr. Ashish Mehta presented the Memento to
Chairperson Prof. Hemant Trivedi, MICA,
Ahmedabad.

Valedictory function started after Lunch Break.

Prof. G. C. Maheshwari, Head of Department,
Faculty of Management, M.S. University of
Vadodara, Baroda delivered the valedictory
address.
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Gandhi. We in Gujarat are blessed with visions of
leaders like Mahatma Gandhi and Sardar Patel.
Their achievements are our precious legacy. Each
and every one of us is therefore, duty bound to
uphold values cherished by them during the historic
efforts to make our country free and united.
Whenever things go wrong in our country, every
citizen exclaims "Had Sardar been there, this
problem would not have troubled us !". This is
common man's real tribute to Sardar Patel. This
University is a living institute commemorating his
memory.

Sardar Patel University is today conferring
degrees on students who have qualified for the
same. Let me congratulate all of you for the
excellence in education. You will be the
ambassadors of Sardar Patel University wherever
you may pursue your careers. Let me wish you
brilliant career, good remuneration and
opportunities to serve our co-citizens.
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Every generation has to find new and
appropriate philosophy to cope up with crucial
issues. Earlier, the world was divided between
capitalist countries and communist countries. Our
country attempted to combine democracy with
socialism. Experience all over the world has proved
that Governments or Public Sector Undertakings
are not able to handle commercial activities. The
process of globalization and liberalization has
created a new world order in which manufacturing
and marketing are considered as keys to rapid
economic growth. Service sector has also acquired
a significant place in our economy. India, today is
considered a potential economic super power on
account of accelerated growth rate. However, there
is strong evidence that the process of globalization
has widened the gap between rich and the poor in
the society. Our Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan
Singh, who pioneered the process of liberalization,
had to advise leaders of industries to show restraint
and assume corporate social responsibility. Swami



Vivekanand expressed his deep concern for the
poor in these words.

"One should feel for the depressed
people and help them - this was the ideal with
which [ traveled in our country for 12 years. /
approached powerful people and now with a
bleeding heart, | have crossed half of this earth fo
come to this unknown land of America. Let me
ask you whether you have feelings for the
depressed people? We are the heirs of Goads,
Rushis and Munis, but many of our people are
living in such destitute condiifions that border on
pathetic existence of animal world. Do you lose
your sleep over the fafe of these unfortunate
brothers and sisters? Would you stake your narne,
yourfame, your family, your wealth and even your
boaly to change those conditions? This is the first
step to be a patriotic. | consider man and woman
fo be a traifor ifthey are oblivious fo conditions of
those people at whose expense one has become
eaducated. So long as millions of our people live
in hunger and ignorance, we cannot be a Proud
Nation.”

When you are acquiring a degree on
completion of your courses, does your education
getover? | would say that the real education begins
now. You are entering a world - it is a full of
competition and conflict; it would test skills and
patience; it would reward and punish you. It is only
you who would be in position to make a difference.
You represent the future. Our country would be
what each one of you would make it.

Our lives are now governed by fast
changing technologies. What we discover today as
modern would become obsolete tomorrow. The
subjects taught to you in the colleges and
universities are not an education, but the means of
education. You will have to continue to learn in order
to cope up with changes in this dynamic world. If
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you wish to continue to learn, then hold no opinions
over or against anything without using your
intelligent judgement. If you follow what you like and
discard something merely because you dislike it
can lead you astray. If we really want to understand
any problem, then the answer will not be separate
from the problem. In fact, the answer will come out
of the problem.

Buddha has rightly said that it is easy to
see faults of others, but difficult to see one's own
faults. Confucius explained that the superior man
understands what is the right, the inferior man
understands what will sell. Let us not compromise
with eternal values nor be arrogant of our abilities.

Unfortunately there is total separation of
intelligence and labour in our educational and social
systems. Gandhiji said that "in my definition of
education, there is no concrete wall between
intelligence and labour. | dare say that it is not
possible to develop the skill and intelligence without
proper application of physical labour".

There are two major defects in our system,
a curriculum totally ignoring the importance of
human body and value system in society. If we want
to be globally competitive and promote happiness
for all, corrective action is called-for. Development
of mind is important but it should not undermine
importance of heart. While evolving the concept of
'Basic Education; Mahatma Gandhi emphasized
importance of three 'H' signifying development of
Head, Heart & Hands.

Convocation is an occasion at which, | can
share 40 years of experience in governance. | would
like to quote Thomas Jafferson who said "l am
great believer in luck and I find the harder | work,
then more luck | have". Similarly, Margert Thatcher
had said "l do not know anyone who has gotten to
the top without hard work. That is the recipe. It will
not always get you to the top, but it will get you pretty
near”. We have a local proverb that idle man
becomes a source of destruction”.



In addition to hard work, we need to think
independently and overcome fears and prejudices.
Collective fear stimulates herd instincts and tends
to lead to ferocity towards those who are not
regarded as members of the herd. Do not be afraid
to carve out your own path.

When we read newspapers in the morning
or watch television in the evening, we find lot of
disturbing news. We see that many crimes are
taking place around us. This is on account of lack
of patience and politeness. Good manners have
much to do with your success. Good mannered
people are basically guided by awareness and
sensitivity for others. Unfortunately, hardest job we
are facing today is to learn good manners without
seeing them in practice. Team spirit and good
manners will give you success which no amount of
money could ever bring to anyone.

You represent the next generation of India.
India would become a great Nation provided every
citizen strives for achieving excellence. Every
Journey has to begin with a small step. One should
not feel depressed or dejected by the environment.
We can change environment only when we begin
to change ourselves.

It is lovely to be great, but greater to be
lovely. It is good to be rich, richer to be good. Itis
nice to be wise, but wiser to be nice.

Abraham Lincoln said that most of the
people are about as happy as may come to their
minds to be. In a world angered by hate and
destruction, only individuals with clarity of vision and
determination of mind have to stand out as a rock of
individual's spirit. Please treat everybody with
politeness even those who are rude to you. You show
courtesy to others not because they are gentlemen,
but because you are one.

Kindly be aware of the power of positive
thinking, man is what he thinks. Not what he reads
or hears. By persistent thinking, you can undo any
condition which exists. You can be free of any curse
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whether of poverty, sin, illness, unhappiness or fear.
You can indeed a tough minded optimist.

There is constant change. Some one has
said that only thing which is permanent is change.
We have to learn to handle the changing conditions.
Time is too slow for those who wait. Too swift for
those who fear, too long for those who grieve. Too
short for those who rejoice, but for those who love,
time is eternal.

Please remember the sound advise of St.
Francis of Assissi, "it is in giving that we receive”.
It is in consoling, that we are consoled. It is in
pardoning, that we are pardoned”. Self discipline
is the way to achieve strength of will, breadth of
sympathy, loftiness of character and consequent all
round development of personality.

As Swami Vivekanand said, "purity,
patience and perseverance are the three essential
ingredients for success”.

Life will not be a smooth journey. All have
to learn to cope up with difficulties. Let us remember
the prayer of Ravindranath Tagore, "Let me not seek
shelter from dangers, but to be fearless in facing
them. Let me not beg for avoiding pain, but for
strength to conquer it. Let me not look for other's
support for the battles of my life, but to my own
strength”. For a strong Nation, we need to evolve a
work culture. A commitment to do things well. No
sacrifice is too great for the defense of our country.
Nothing worthwhile can be achieved without
dedication and hard work. Please resolve to be
tender with the young, compassionate with the
aged, sympathetic with the striving and tolerant with
the weak. Some time in life, you will have been all
ofthis. Once you start compromising your thoughts,
you are a candidate for mediocracy.

Before | end this address, | would like to
quote rather a long, but very comprehensive advise
on art of living a good life.



"Go placidly amid the noise and haste

And remember what peace there may be
in silence.

As far as possible without surrender be on
good terms with all persons.

Speak your truth quietly and clearly;
And listen to others,

Even the dull and the ignorant;

they too have their story.

Avoid loud and aggressive persons,
They are vexations to the spirit.

If you compare yourself with others,

You may become vain and bitter; for always
there will be greater and lesser persons
than yourself.

Enjoy your achievements as well as your
plans

Keep interested in your own career,

However humble; it is real possession in
the changing fortune of time.

Exercise caution in your business affairs;
for the world is full of trickery

But let this not blind you to whatever virtue
there is;

many persons strive for high ideals; and
everywhere life is full of heroism.

Be yourself.
Especially, do not feign affection.

Neither be cynical about love; for in the face
of all aridity and enchantment, it is
perennial as grass.

Take kindly the counsel of the years,
gracefully surrendering the things of youth.

Nurture strength of spirit to shield you in
sudden misfortune.

But do not distress yourself with imaginings.
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Many fears are born of fatigue and
loneliness.

Beyond a wholesome discipline, be gentle
with yourself.

You are a child of the universe, no less than
trees and stars; you have a right to be here.

And whether or not it is clear to you, no
doubt the universe is unfolding as it should.

Therefore be at peace with your God,
whatever you conceive Him to be, and
whatever your labours and aspirations, in
the noisy confusion of life, keep peace with

your soul.

With all its sham, drudgery and broken
dreams, it is still a beautiful world.

Be careful.

Strive to be happy.”
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—o| 50th Annual Convocation Address L
by Shri P. K. Laheri, IAS (Retd) hd

Former Chief Secretary, Government of Gujarat

His Excellency, Governor of Gujarat and
Chancellor of the University, the Vice-Chancellor,
Dr. B.G. Patel, Faculty Members, Students, Ladies
and Gentlemen.

Itis indeed an honour for me to be with you
this morning to deliver convocation address to the
50th Convocation of Sardar Patel University at
Vallabh Vidyanagar.

Sardar Patel University has a unique place
on the educational map of India. It is located near
the birth place of the architect of India’s unity - Sardar

Vallabhbhai Patel. This University bears the name
of a rare Indian leader, whose contribution to our
nation's history is still to be properly evaluated. The
name of Sardar Patel evokes in us a sense of pride
as well as an obligation. He was a great leader, but
at the same time, he was a dedicated follower. He
was strong and determined to invite the title of "lron
Man of India". At the same time, he was kind
hearted and devoted to up-liftment of down trodden
people of the country. He was a powerful General
of our freedom struggle, but at the same time, he
was loyal and obedient to his leader Mahatma

(continue...on Page 12)
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