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DESIRES VERSES IDEALS

India is a land of Rishis and is known for its culture.
What do we understand by the word ‘Indian culture’,
Is it in our Vedas and Scriptures only, or is it in the
learning of Sanskrit and grammar, or is itin our temples
and monuments ? We donot know what exactly we
mean by ‘Indian culture’. We have been basking in
the past glory for so long and the time has come when
we have to clearly understand the true meaning of
Indian culture If are to preserve it and carry it forward
for our future generation, we need to do introspection
and ask ourselves a few questions. If we try to probe
into our own personalities (our mental make up +
thinking + behaviour), we may perhaps come near to
the definition of Indian culture and realise what we
lack. We might then come face to face with our past
and undestand present and work for our future. Here
is one such set of question-answer between Adi
Shankracharya and a student.

Once Shankracharya saw a student rerciting
his lessions aloud, so he approached him:
Sankkaracharya: “ My boy, why do you spend time
learning grammar”, the student replied; “This will help
me to become a great scholar.”

“Good, what do you hope to achieve after
becoming a scholar ?”

“I will go to the King’'s court and become the
Royal Poet.”

“Fine, you will become famous.What will that
fame give you ?”

“With fame | will get as much wealth as | want.”

“What happiness can you enjoy with wealth ?”

“My family will live in pleasure and comfort.”

“How long will that comfort last ?”

“Till death.”

“What will happen to you, your comforts and

riches after death ?”

“l don’t know.”

Then Shankaracharya said :

“Sing the name of Govinda,

sing Govinda's name, O fool !

When your final moments approach,

the rules of grammar will not save you.”

So, Shankaracharya is asking to live life in
preparation of death. He is asking us to make our
lives fine examples for others. We are just bundles
of desires. We are living for desires today but what
is the guarantee that tomorrow also all our desires
will be fulfilled. So dear friends, we should uphold
ideals and make our lives role models for others.

Therefore, students should not pursue
education with only worldly happiness in mind.
Students constantly ask, “What will this study bring
me ? How much will | earn ? What lifestyle could |
sustain ? They are busy planning their future, but
not bothered to understand the meaning of
education. They expect to become highly-paid
executives after securing degrees. Each of them
expect to earn a salary of Rs.20,000/- or
Rs.30,000/-. But nobody has the maotivitation to
apply his/her skills towards social welfare.

It is wrong to think, “What can | get from
society ?” With proliferation of useless education,
peace and security are absent in our society.
Why ? Because educated people are like thieves,
feeding off society for their costly lifestyles. If they
also think of society with their individual selves,they
can find ways to bring peace and harmony to the
society and can lend meaning to their own lives.

We also hear of Einstein and Newton - great
scientists, they have come and gone. Where are
their names ? They are mentioned in scientific
discussions. But when we talk of other subjects,
Einstein is no where. While names like Rama,
Dhruva, Prahalada, Jada Bharata, Nachiketa shine
constantly in the hearts of young and old, paupers
and millionaires alike.

| donot say that students should neglect or
renounce their studies. That is also essential. But
they should not consider it as the main purpose of
their life. They should cultivate good habits, make
their characters exemplary and like Rama come
out victoriously through the struggle of life, defeating
'Ravana’, and thereby providing a new dimension
to ‘Indian culture’.

Education is what remains when what has been
learnt us forgotten.
- Dr. Sonalde Desai
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p> P.G. Department of Home Science

FRM and HD Students of PG Department of Home-
Science, participated in the Essay and Poster
Competition organized by B & B Polytechnic, on
28th Feb.’06 and 3rd March’06 to celebrate
Science Day and Vidyanagar Day. Ms. Shefali
Mistry (HD Il Sem. student) received encourgement
prize in Poster Competition.

> Economics Department

The Department of Economics, under its Career
Development Initiative, organised Mock-Interview
and awareness sessions for students of M. A.
(Economics) for two days- on the 9th and 10th of
March, 2006. In order to initiate the students in
the thought process and ignite the hunger for
scaling greater heights in them, it was felt that
the deserving and truly interested students should
be given academic and professional assistance in
this area. This was sought from a group of
resource persons from Career Development Centre,
Vallabh Vidyanagar, led by Principal R. C. Desai
and Ms. Chitra Ramesh. The experts spent two
days and interacted extensively with the students,
trying to assess their strengths and capabilities
So as to be able to design a suitable module for
their training. They explained the importance of
good communication skills as well as effective
resume building to the students. They also took
mock interview sessions for the final year
students.

The Department of Economics celebrated
its 48th Annual Day on the 8th of March 2006.
Prof. Mahesh Pathak, from the Agro Economics
Research Centre was the Chief Guest, while Dr.
B. G. Patel, the acting Vice-Chancellor, presided
over the function. Prof. P. K. Singh, Head of the
Department, welcomed the gathering and gave
an overview of the on going activities in the
Department and proposed programme for the
coming years. Dr. N. M. Patel presented the Activity
Report of the students and extra-curricular events
during the year 2005-06. Dr. A. K. Shishodia
presented the Academic Report of the faculty
members. Students were given prizes and
Certificates for their academic and extra-curricular
achievements. The Chief Guest in his address
applauded the students on their achievements and
bade them to scale greater academic heights. The



Acting Vice- Chancellor also expressed delight
and satisfaction over the overall activities of the
Department. The function was compeered
superbly by Prof. H. P. Trivedi.

p>  Electronics Departmet

Mr. Ritesh R. Parmar, an M.Sc. (Electronics)
4th Semester student of Department of Electronics
has been declared qualified in GATE-2006
examination held on February 12, 2006 in the
subject of “Electronics and Communication
Engineering”.

Prof. N. G. Patel, Former Head, Department of
Electronics, Sardar Patel University and Prof.
Camann Karl & Prof. Chemminitus Gabriele of
Institute fur Chemo und Biosensorik, Munster,
Germany, have been jointly granted with a Govt.
of India Patent (Number 196514) on “A Biosensor
for the detection of Lactic Acid”. A communication,
in this regard, from National resaearch
Development Corporation, New Delhi, has reached
the Department of Electronics in March 2006.

} English Department

Professor Kapil Kapoor, Former Director, Centre
for Linguistics, English and Sanskrit studies, JNU,
New Delhi, an eminent scholar in both Indian and
Western philosophy of language, was invited to
the Department of English under SAP - DRS
programme in the last week of March 2006.

Professor Kapoor delivered seven lectures to the
faculty on Bhartruhari’s Vakyapadiya. While
discussing the Kanikas of the fish Kand, he
observed how Bhartruhari was trying to give a
reply to the Buddhist scholars who were not in
favour of the study of grammar for learning a
language. He also pointed out the basic difference
between the Indian philosophy of language and
Western philosophy of language - how the former
one moved from ‘many’ to ‘one’ ie from 'Bhed' to
'Abhed'. Discussions and deliberations at the end
of each session were extremely illuminating.

p> Department of Library & Info.Sci.

Every year Department of Library and
Information Science, Sardar Patel University
spreading its professional and academic activities
by organising refresher course, seminar, etc.
Likewise, current year it is strengthen with ‘ONE-
DAY SEMINAR’ sanctioned by the UGC on 18th

March 2006. The theme of the seminar was ‘Use
of IT in Library with special reference to
Intellectual Property Rights’ which was further
divided in sub-themes like - Copyright Law, Trans
Border Data Flow, etc. There were 62 members of
participant across the state, which is echoing the
real interest of professional to deal with current
challenges due to shifting of libraries to digital
environment. Out of this, 22 invitee participants
presented its 17 seminar papers.

The seminar inaugurated by chief guest Mr. P. C.
Shah, Ex-Director, ADINET, alongwith Inter-alliea
guest Dr. Prashant Dave, Professor of Philosophy,
Mr. Shailesh Yagnik, Librarian, Mudra Institute of
Communication, Ahmedabad. The Keynote lecture
delivered by coordinator Prof. Dr. C. N. Rawal,
Head, Department of Library and Information
Science, Sardar Patel University, Vallabh
Vidyanagar.

The session-1 chaired by Prof.(Dr.) U. A.Thaker
assisted by two reporters Mr. Nilesh Soni and Mr.
C. K. Patel. There were 8 participants presented
their 4 papers on the different theme. In a very
interesting session, it was a good exercise for
awareness to the IPR issues.

Second session was chaired by Dr. C. N. Rawal and
assisted by reporter Mr. Sanat Bhatt. In this session
an interesting lecture delivered by Prof. Prashant
Dave explaining what is intellectual and its role in
the development of society as a whole. Guest
lecture was delivered by Mr. P. C. Shah on “IPR
Information” in the frame of a new avenue for
Library & Information Science professionals. Beside
this, 5 other papers presented. Dr. U. A. Thaker,
Mr. Shailesh Yagnik and Mr. Shao Changli also
gaven a thought provoking lectures on IPR issue.

After lunch Illrd session was chaired by honorable
Chief Guest Mr. P. C. Shah and reported by
Kanchanbhai Patel. In this session 7 different
papers presented by Dr. C. N. Rawal and Mahesh
Dalwadi, Mr. Nilmesh Oza, Mr. C. K. Patel and other
participants discussing mainly copyright
management and digital environment of library.

Concluding session chaired by Mr. P. C. Shah. It
was a good exercise of discussion to expansion of
understanding of the audience. In last, vote of
thanks, delivered by Mr. Nimesh D. Oza.
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p>  Dr.Rema Subhash & Dr. V.H. Patel of PG
Home Science Department, attended a training
programme on “Multi-Institutional teachers
training programme in Molecular Biology &
Bioinformatics” from February 21 to March 1, 2006
organized by GSBTM (Gujarat State
Biotechnological Mission) at Anand Agricultural
University, Anand, PERD Centre, Ahmedabad and
Forensic Science Laboratory, Ahmedabad.

Ms. Namrita Kola attended a one-day national
level seminar on “Knowledge management in the
global era”, organized by Anand Institute of
Management on 19th Feb. ‘06 and presented a
paper titled : “Strategic implications for business
re-engineering : Beyond fiber to fashion”.

> Dr. Navneet Chauhan and Dr. M. M. Sharma
of Hindi Department participated in a one day
seminar on syllabus formation, on 12th March
2006 as a subject expert in Hindi, at Bhavnagar
University, Bhavnagar.

Dr. Navneet Chauhan, Dr. M. M. Sharma and
Dr. D. S. Tripathi of Departement of Hindi,
participated in a two day seminar on 'Navgeet
Vimarsh' on 21,22 March 2006 held at M. S. Uni.
of Baroda, Vadodara. They conducted various
sessions as well as presented research papers.

p> Dr Piyush Joshi, Sr. Reader, Department of
English, is retiring in the month of June this year.
The colleagues and students of the Department
arranged a farewell function in the honour of Dr
Joshi. Dr Naresh Ved, Professor, Department of
Gujarati, presided over the function. Both the
students and colleagues reminisced about their
association with Dr Joshi. Dr Mishra, Professor and
Head, Department of English wondered about the
strength of Dr Joshi and added that perhaps Mrs
Joshi is his strength. Dr Ved appreciated many
tenets of Dr Joshi’s personality as a true teacher.
The faculty members of Humanities and Social
Sciences as well as the members of non-teaching
staff remained present in function and wished
Dr Joshi a very happy post-retirement life.

} India International Friendship Society, New
Delhi has selected Dr Javed Khan, Sr. Reader,
Department of English for Bharat-Jyoti Award for
his contribution to the field of Education and
National Integration. The award will be conferred
on him in New Delhi in a public ceremony in the
presence of distinguished dignitaries from
different walks of life on 4th May 2006.
Congratulations !!
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Mr Dinesh Haribhai Patel has completed his
thesis titled "Testing of Achievement in English
in the Sciences at the Undergraduate Level in
Gujarat”, and has taken his viva-voce examination
on 3rd April 2006. He worked under the
supervision of Dr Javed Khan, Sr. Reader,
Department of English, S. P. University, Vallabh
Vidyanagar.
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—.| Profile of the Post Graduate Department of Economics |e

We welcome the students for an exciting and challenging
career in the field of Economics. In today's fast changing
and dynamic global economy, knowledge is the only
source of power. The ability to convert knowledge into
information by interpreting emerging trends is the key
factor to gaining this power. The power of knowledge
alone can assure rapid growth for oneself as well as the
country at large. The knowledge of Economics enables
one to understand the subtle intricacies of the ever-
changing competitive world that we live in. For a post-
graduate in Economics, job opportunities are plenty.
Teaching at school, college and post graduate levels,
applied research in government and non-governmental
organizations, fast growing private sector enterprises
in trade, commerce and management, banking,
government agencies and Departments and Civil Services
like the 1.A.S. and I.E.S. In short, for the truly worthy
and hard working student, the sky is the only limit. We,
the faculty members at the Department are striving hard
to prepare the students for this vibrant scenario.

The Post Graduate Department of Economics is a
premier department in the faculty of Arts. Since its
inception in 1958 the Department has been giving rural
bias to its programmes of post-graduate teaching,
research, extension and development. It also has the
advantage of having close collaboration with two of its
associate institutions, viz., Agro Economic Research
Centre for Gujarat and Rajasthan and the
Comprehensive Scheme for Cost of Cultivation of
Principal Crops. Professional engagement of the faculty
members in accumulation and transfer of know how of
the processes of economic change with a focus on rural
development is well evident from their active
participation in a wide range of research projects and
advisory services.

Research Grants and Assistance...

For the academic activities in the thrust areas of
Agricultural Economics, Rural Development and
Environmental Economics the Department has received
recognition and financial support from the government,
corporate and co-operative sectors and other academic
institutions. The UGC has sanctioned financial grant to
the Department for its development under Special
Assistance Programme Phase | and Il. During the X
Plan period, the UGC has inducted the Department to
the Departmental Special Assistance Phase |11 and has
also sanctioned a library grant of Rs. five lakhs. To
strengthen the infrastructural facilities of the Department,
the UGC has also sanctioned an additional grant of about
Rs.40 lakhs under its ASIHSS (Assistance for

Strengthening Infrastructure in Humanities and Social
Sciences) programme.

Courses of Study...

The Department offers opportunities for postgraduate
study at Master of Arts (M.A), Master of Philosophy
(M .Phil.) and Doctorate of Philosophy (Ph.D.) levels in
the field of Economics.

In M.A. Economics, the students are offered a total of
eight papers of which six are compulsory and two are
optional in the chosen area of specialization.

M. Phil is a two year full time course. Study facilities
offered are partly through class room instruction and
partly through research. The students are offered two
compulsory and one optional paper to be chosen from a
package of five specialized areas.

The Ph.D. programme is based entirely on research. The
prospective candidate is required to submit a research
proposal before the Departmental Research Committee
which takes decision about admitting the student to the
course.

Faculty members at the Department consist of a congenial
mix of widely experienced senior faculty members and
enthusiastic young scholars. On the whole, the multi-
cultural back grounds and multifaceted abilities of the
faculty members promote an atmosphere of healthy
intellectual debates and discussions, which work to the
advantage of one and all of the students as well as faculty.

Teaching Methodology...

This includes classroom teaching, individual and group
interactions with the faculty outside the class room,
lecture demonstrations and seminar presentations by the
students, guest lectures, workshops, debates and
discussions, etc.

Method of Evaluation...

Department makes continuous evaluation of students
through internal tests, seminars, assignments, viva voce
and University Examination.

Infrastructure and Facilities...

The Department has acquired basic infrastructural
facilities to help the students to enhance their skills. It is
housed in a three storied building having class rooms,
independent cabins for the faculty, administrative and
support facilities, a seminar hall, reading room, library,
computer lab, internet connectivity, over head projectors,
multi - media projector, etc.



Research and Publications...

Department publishes "Artha Vikas", a half yearly journal
of economic development. Articles and research papers
by eminent academicians as well as young members of
the teaching fraternity find a place in the Journal.

Research Facilities...

The main hub of library facilities including a huge
collection of books and periodicals on a wide range of
subjects of study is located at Bhaikaka Library, run by
the Sardar Patel University. Besides, our students also
have an access to the library of the Agro Economic
Research Centre, besides of course, the Department's

own library and Reading Room in the building. These
libraries have rich collection of text and reference books,
research reports and journals in specialized areas of
agricultural economics, rural economy and
environmental economics. Those interested in advanced
research may also take advantage of good library
facilities available with the Institute of Rural
Management, Anand; National Dairy Development Board;
Anand Agricultural University and Water and Land
Management Institute, (Hadgud) Anand which are
located in the vicinity of the campus. In addition, a
computer laboratory along with internet connectivity is
also available with the Department for the use of the
students as well as faculty.

Name of the Teacher Designation Qualification Specialization
Dr. P. K. Singh Professor and | Ph.D. Public Finance
Head Managerial Economics
Agricultural Economics
Dr. H. F. Patel Professor Ph.D. Quantitative Economics
Agricultural Economics
Dr. H. P. Trivedi Professor Ph.D. Development Economics
Industrial Economics
Environmental Economics
Dr. D. J. Chauhan Reader Ph.D. Microeconomics
Banking and Finance
Dr. (Mrs)N. M. Patel Reader Ph.D. Agricultural Economics
Co-operation
International Economics
Dr. A. K. Shishodia Sr. Lecturer Ph.D. Macro Economics
Agricultural Economics
Environmental Economics
Dr. D. Ganvit Lecturer Ph.D. Economic Theory
Co-operation
Dr.(Mrs.) Sonal Pandya Lecturer Ph.D. Economic Theory
Resource Economics

Co- curricular Activities...

For their overall development students are encouraged
to actively participate in different co-curricular activities
such as weekly seminars, debate and elocution
competitions and general knowledge tests. In addition,
students are also provided opportunities to participate
in the inter-departmental and University level sports
meets, youth festivals, essay and debate competitions
and other cultural competitions. Study-field tours are
also organized to make the students familiar with other
institutions and development programmes. To improve
their observation and analytical power students are
guided to undertake rural surveys

Scholarships, Medals & Prizes...

Meritorious students may look forward for the following
scholarship, merit- based medals and prizes which are
conferred upon. The Silver Jubilee Trust of the Gujarat
Economic Association offers merit-cum-means

scholarships to one student each in M.A. (Previous) and
M.A. (Final). 'Prof. R. K. Amin Gold Medal' is awarded
every year to the student securing highest marks in
aggregate in M.A. (Final). 'Late Shri Dahyabhai Tulsibhai
Patel (Bakrol) Gold Medal' is awarded to the student
securing highest marks in aggregate at M.A. (Previous
and Final) in the subject of Agricultural Economics. 'Prof.
V. S. Vyas Gold Medal' is awarded to a student obtaining
highest marks in Agricultural Economics at M.A.
(Previous) exam. 'Pramukhswami Maharaj's 80th
Birthday Celebration Anand-Vidyanagar Cash Prize' of
Rs.600\- each is awarded to top two students securing
highest marks in Quantitative Economics.

In addition to the above prizes and awards the
Government of Gujarat provides scholarships to the
students belonging to the SC, ST and OBC categories.
Further, the Bidi Kamdar Sangh also offers scholarships
to the wards of its members and workers.
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1 Give yourself permission to be human :
When we accept emotions-such as fear, sadness,
or anxiety-as natural, we are more likely to
overcome them. Rejecting our emotions, positive
or negative, leads to frustration and unhappiness.

2. Happiness lies at the intersection
between pleasure and meaning :

Whether at work or at home, the goal is to engage
in activities that are both personally significant
and enjoyable. When this is not feasible, make
sure you have happiness boosters, moments
throughout the week that provide you with both
pleasure and meaning.

3. Keep in mind that happiness is mostly
dependent on our state of mind, not on our
status or the state of our bank account :

Barring extreme circumstances, our level of well
being is determined by what we choose to focus
on (the full or the empty part of the glass) and by

our interpretation of external events. For example,
do we view failure as catastrophic, or do we see
it as a learning opportunity ?

4. Simplify ! : We are, generally, too busy,
trying to squeeze in more and more activities into
less and less time. Quantity influences quality, and
we compromise on our happiness by trying to do
too much.

5. Remember the mind-body connection:
What we do-or don't do-with our bodies’
influences our mind. Regular exercise, adequate
sleep, and healthy eating habits lead to both
physical and mental health.

6. Express gratitude, whenever possible :
We too often take our lives for granted. Learn to
appreciate and savor the wonderful things in life,
from people to food, from nature to a smile.

- Tal Ben-Shahar
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