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> Dr. (Mrs.) Sonal Bhatt, who works as a
Lecturer in the Post Graduate Department of

Economics, Sardar Patel University, completed the
Refresher Course in Public Finance for University/
College Teachers organized at the National institute
of Public Finance and Policy, New Delhi during May
25 to June 19, 2009. She was awarded the Second
Prize for her paper on "User Charges for Water : A
Review of Principles and Practices", which was
submitted as part of the Course.
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Community Science Centre - SPU celebrates
World Environment Day with Children's play

June 5 is celebrated every year as the World
Environment Day (WED) to focus attention on issues
related to environmental problems on our planet
Earth. This year the theme of celebration was 'Your
planet needs you; unite to combat climate change'.
The Day was observed at the C. C. Patel Community
Science Centre (CSC) under SPU in Vallabh
Vidyanagar, with a variety of programmes. In a
function to mark the occasion, Mr. Dhavalbhai Patel
of Vidyanagar Nature Club gave an interactive talk
on global warming, and made it interesting with
video clippings. Another interesting item was in the
form of a conversation - play prepared and staged by
four girl students: Shrima S. Bhatt, Prakruti D. Karia,
Ruju Y. Vyas and Niharika D. Modi. The scientific play
revolved around four unusual symbolic characters viz.,
Future, Solar-System, Earth and Life-form. The Future
was projected as asking questions each to Solar-
System, Earth and Life-form about their origin and
evolution in time. The three in turn asked Future
about their own future, to which the Future gave tips
for maintaining good quality environment for Life to
sustain on the Earth. Solar-System felt proud to have
Earth as the only planet having Life, as per the
present knowledge. During the half an hour drama,
some useful comments and explanations were
provided by Dr. Dinesh Karia of Mathematics
Department, SPU. Director of the CSC, Prof. K. N.
Joshipura outlined the objectives of the WED
celebrations and stressed on the involvement of
children in these programmes, as the future belongs
to children. Science Communicators Neha A. Parab
and Dipti G. Patel conducted the programme which
was attended by children along wih their parents.

Earlier, on the eve of the WED viz., on June 4 - a
special Earth Hour was observed by voluntarily
switching off lights, fans etc including mobiles and
fuel vehicles from 8.30 to 9.30 pm. This was done in
response to an appeal made by the Community
Science Centre. The Centre, working under the
annual grants from GUJCOST - Government of Gujarat,
Gandhinagar, plans to carry out a number of scientific
programmes for the benefit of students, teachers and
the general public of the entire Anand district.



Five-year integrated M.Sc. (IST) Programme

Sardar Patel University has introduced a Five-year
Integrated M.Sc. in Information and Technology [MSc
(IST)] programme and a Four-year B.S. (IST) programme
(2 years SPU + 2 years PSU) from the academic year
2009-10. This Course is a joint venture of Sardar Patel
University, Vallabh Vidyanagar, India and
Pennsylvania State University (Penn State), USA. Total
44 students will be enrolled in this integrated M Sc
(IST) programme at G H Patel Post Graduate Department
of Computer Science and TEchnology, Sardar Patel
University. The syllabus of the first two years (or
4 semesters) of this programme parallels Penn State's
College of Information Sciences and Technology
curriculum (Information Systems : Design and
Development or Information Technology : Integration
and Application option). Satisfactory completion of this
component will enable students to apply to and, if
accepted, to enroll at Penn State. The number of such
students will note be more than 24 and these selected
candidates will have an opportunity to pursue their
studies at Pennsylvania State University, USA for
another 4 semesters. The Successful candidates will
be awarded BS (IST) degree from Pennsylvania State
University, USA. The r;emaining students out of the
total admitted students will pursue their stu;dies at
Sardar Patel University, Vallabh Vidyanagar for another
6 semesters and successful students will be awarded
M Sc (IST) degree from Sardar Patel University, Vallabh
Vidyanagar. Thus, the Course Duration for the
M Sc (IST) at Sardar Patel University will be 5 years
(divided into 10 semesters) and for BS (IST) at Penn
State University, 4 years (divided into 2 years at
SPU and 2 years at PSU). The candidates who have
passed their higher secondary (10+2) certificate
examination or equivalent thereto, i.e. CBSE, IGCSE
(A level) in Science Stream from any State Secondary
Education Board in India/recognized Institutions with
minimum 50% are eligible to apply to this course.

Proposed Examination Bhavan

Sardar Patel University, Vallabh Vidyanagar has
planned to build a four storey Examination Bhavan
to facilitate students, teachers and examination
administrative staff in conducting various University
examinations and other examination related works;
such as assessment, preparation of results in a
conducive environment with appropriate
infrastructural facilities. The Administrative and the
Building Committee of Sardar Patel University has
already approved this proposal. This unique Bhavan
is to have all modern amenities such as canteen and
plaza on the ground floor, two lifts, and special

arrangement regarding easy access of handicaps to
the Bhavan etc. This Bhavan will have each of the
four floors equipped with a storage as wll as a
supervisor room having a CCTV camera, a computer
and wash rooms. Apart from this, the building would
be constructed with a view to have direct access both
the Main Administrative Unit and University Press.
This building will ensure the centralization of
examination - related works of the whole University,
be it paper setting, holding examinations,
assessment and result-preparation. This Examination
Bhavan is another step taken by the University in
the direction of its infrastructural sophistication.
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Sheel Shrutam welcomes readers' contributions in
the form of news, views, ideas and information for
publication. Please send your contributions before
Ist week of every month to Param Pathak,
Department of Gujarati, Sardar Patel University,
Vallabh Vidyanagar 388 120.

Email: sheelshrutam@gmail.com
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