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M_y mist.ress’ eye_s_.a.re nothing iike the sun;
Coral is far more red than her lips’ red;
If snow be white, why then her breasts are dun;
If hairs be wires, black wires grow on her head.
| have seen roses damasked, red and white,
But no such roses see | in her cheeks;- L
And in some perfumes is there more delight
Than in the breath that from my mistress reeks.
! Iove to hear her speak yet well | know
That music hath a far more pleasmg sound
'! grant | never saw a goddess go;
My mistress when she walks treads on the ground.
A_rgq_ye_t, by heaven, | think my love as rare
- As any she belied with false compare.

- William Shakespeare

UA-¥ Al (86l mad 2idle dleniid A8 s oruda siqas 53 @

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was born ~on 2 October 1869 to
a Hindu Modh Baﬁiya far_n_il_y in Porbandar (also .knoWn .a8 Sudamapuri), a coastal town on
the Kathiawar Peninsﬁla and then part of the small princely state of Porbandar in
the Kathiawar Agency of the Indian Emplre His father Karamchand Uttamchand Gandhi ,

served as the diwan (chtef numster) of Porbandar state

Although he only had an elementary educatmn and had previously been a clerk in the state
administration, Karamchand"proved a capable chief minister, During his tenure, Karamchand

married four times. His first two wives died young, after each had given birth to a daughter,

-



and his third marriage was childless. In 1857, Karamchand sought his third wife's permission
to remarry; that year, he marrded Putlibai , who also came from ]unagadh,[ and was from
a Pranami Vaishnava family. Karamchand and Putlibai had three children over the ensuing

decade, a son, Laxmidas , a daughter, Raliatbehn and another son, Karsandas.
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