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1 Braving the heat, over 30,000 farmers reach Mumbai to protest against agrarian distress -

Braving the blazing sun, more than 30,000 farmers from across Maharashtra covered an
arduous 180-km long march to reach the capital city Mumbai on Sunday to stage a protest
outside the state legisiature against what they call the Devendra Fadnavis-led BJP
government's failure to respond to prevailing farm distress. The farmers’ “long march” has
been called by Akhii Bharatiya Kisan Sabha (ABKS), a Left-affiliated cutfit Agitating farmers
are planning to gherao the state legislature on Monday as part of their protest. Some of the
key demands of the farmers include a complete farm loan waiver, transfer of forest land to
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tilleré, implementation of the Swaminathan Commission’s recomm_éh_dations,_compensa‘{ion :
of Rs 40,000 per acre to farmers hit by hailstorm and pink boliworm, and puttingastopto
sharing the state’s water with Gujarat.Reflecting ¢n the ongoing march, CPM general

. secretary slammed the BiP government for its “oppressive policies” against the farmers.

“Farmers marching into Mumbai. To ensure that the BiP govt does not deceive them again.
They should get their rightfui due,” he tweeted.

2 Fresh violence erupts in Sri Lanka as Muslim-owned restaurant comes under

attack .

Fresh viclence erupted in Sri Lanka on Sunday after a Muslim-owned restaurant was attacked
in an alleged hate crime in a northern city, a day after President Maithripala Sirisena
appointad a commission to probe a spate of anti-Muslim riots in the violence-hit Kandy
district. The restaurant located in Puttalam district’s Anamaduwa city, 130 kilometres from
Colombo, was targeted early morning even as police are keeping a tight vigil folfowing
eruption of communal clashes on Monday that have left two persons dead and damaged
several homes, businesses and mosgues in the scenic Kandy district. Tensions remain high
across Sri Lanka after the violence broke out following the deatti of a man from the mainly
Buddhist Sinhalese majority fast week.Sirisena appointed a three-member commission
yesterday to probe the commun.i clashes in Kandy.He had declared 3 nationwide state of
emergency on Tuesday and deployed the police and military to prevent escalation of violence
after clashes between majority Sinhala Buddhﬁsts and minority Muslims erupted in other
areas of centrat Sri Lanka's riot-hit Kandy district.
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1 Parliament Apr_océegjngs washed out for Tth day in a row

The impasse in the.Pa{\'é{ment continued for the seventh day today with no let up in protests
by Lok Sabha Members§rom opposition parties and TQP over issues like bank scams and A
special status demand for Andhra Pradesh, forcing the Speaker to adjourn the House.Both
Question Hour and Zero Hour could not be taken up as scores of members from the TDP,
Congress, AIADMK, TRS and Trinamool Congress trooped into the Well.Most of them were

~ heard shouting “we wanit justice.”Members from TDP, which quit the central government last
week but remains part of the ruling NDA, were demanding special status for Andhra Pradesh.
They were holding placérds which read ‘Follow alliance dharma"YSR Congress was also Taising
the Andhra Pradesh issue. While the Congress and the Trinamool Congress were raising the
issue of scam at Punjab Nationa! Bank, the TRS sought increased reservation quota and the
AIADMK wanted the government to constitute the Cauvery management board,

2 Naresh Agarwal apologises for remark on Jaya Bachchan .

Facing a backlash for belittling actor-politician Jaya Bachchan; Rajya Sabha MP and BJP leader
Naresh Agarwal on Tuesday offered his regrets but said his comments were twisted by the
media.Mr. Agarwal, who lost out ta Ms. Bachchan in the race for renomination to the upper
house and quit the Sam.ajwadi Party to join the BIP, had said at a press conference that the
SP denied him the RS ticket and gave it to somebody “who used to dance and act in

films.” “My intention was not to hurt anybody’s sentiments. | regret if my comment has hurt
somebody’s feelings and withdraw my words,” he said. He also claimed that the media had
twisted his commaents.His comments invited strong criticism from many 8JP leaders,
including Sushma Swaraj, who said they were “improper and unacceptable”.
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