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Dear Friends,  
I am indeed very happy to bring to you 15th April, 2013 

issue of The Sunlit Path. 
Living Words contains a short passage which outlines 

fourfold order of knowledge. 
Integral Education describes the essence of the Message 

of The Gita. 
Integral Life describes real meaning of ‘austerity.  
 
                                                         With Sincere Regards, 
15 April, 2013                               Dr. Bhalendu Vaishnav                             
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Fourfold Order of Knowledge 

Sri Aurobindo 

OUR SURFACE cognition, our limited and restricted mental way 

of looking at our self, at our inner movements and at the world 

outside us and its objects and happenings, is so constituted that it 

derives in different degrees from a fourfold order of knowledge.  

The original and fundamental way of knowing, native to the 

occult self in things, is a knowledge by identity; the second, 

derivative, is a knowledge by direct contact associated at its roots 

with a secret knowledge by identity or starting from it, but actually 

separated from its source and therefore powerful but incomplete in 

its cognition; the third is a knowledge by separation from the object 

of observation, but still with a direct contact as its support or even a 

partial identity; the fourth is a completely separative knowledge 

which relies on a machinery of indirect contact, a knowledge by 

acquisition which is yet, without being conscious of it, a rendering or 

bringing up of the contents of a pre-existent inner awareness and 

knowledge.  

A knowledge by identity, a knowledge by intimate direct 

contact, a knowledge by separative direct contact, a wholly separative 

knowledge by indirect contact are the four cognitive methods of 

Nature.                                                                            (1)                                                 

Living   Words 
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The Message of The Gita 

Sri Aurobindo 
 

What then is the message of the Gita and what its working 
value, its spiritual utility to the human mind of the present day after 
the long ages that have elapsed since it was written and the great 
subsequent transformations of thought and experience?  

 

The Gita’s message to the mind that follows after the vital and 
material life: 

 

 The Gita’s message to the mind that follows after the vital 
and material life is that all life is indeed a manifestation 
of the universal Power in the individual, a derivation 
from the Self, a ray from the Divine, but actually it figures 
the Self and the Divine veiled in a disguising Maya, and 
to pursue the lower life for its own sake is to persist in a 
stumbling path and to enthrone our nature’s obscure 
ignorance and not at all to find the true truth and 
complete law of existence.  

 

 A gospel of the will to live, the will to power, of the 
satisfaction of desire, of the glorification of mere force 
and strength, of the worship of the ego and its vehement 
acquisitive self-will and tireless selfregarding intellect is 
the gospel of the Asura and it can lead only to some 
gigantic ruin and perdition.  

Integral Education 
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 The vital and material man must accept for his 
government a religious and social and ideal dharma by 
which, while satisfying desire and interest under right 
restrictions, he can train and subdue his lower 
personality and scrupulously attune it to a higher law 
both of the personal and the communal life. 

 
The Gita’s message to the mind occupied with the pursuit of 
intellectual, ethical and social standards...  

 

 The Gita’s message to the mind occupied with the pursuit 
of intellectual, ethical and social standards, the mind 
that insists on salvation by the observance of established 
dharmas, the moral law, social duty and function or the 
solutions of the liberated intelligence, is that this is 
indeed a very necessary stage, the dharma has indeed to 
be observed and, rightly observed, can raise the stature 
of the spirit and prepare and serve the spiritual life, but 
still it is not the complete and last truth of existence.  

 

 The soul of man has to go beyond to some more absolute 
dharma of man’s spiritual and immortal nature. And this 
can only be done if we repress and get rid of the 
ignorant formulations of the lower mental elements and 
the falsehood of egoistic personality, impersonalise the 
action of the intelligence and will, live in the identity of 
the one self in all, break out of all ego-moulds into the 
impersonal spirit. 

 

The Gita’s message to those who entertain an intolerant passion for 
the extinction of life and action:  

 

 The Gita’s message to those, absolutist seekers of the 
Infinite, who carry impersonality to an exclusive 
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extreme, entertain an intolerant passion for the 
extinction of life and action and would have as the one 
ultimate aim and ideal an endeavour to cease from all 
individual being in the pure silence of the ineffable 
Spirit, is that this is indeed one path of journey and entry 
into the Infinite, but the most difficult, the ideal of 
inaction a dangerous thing to hold up by precept or 
example before the world, this way, though great, yet 
not the best way for man and this knowledge, though 
true, yet not the integral knowledge. 

 

The Highest Message: 

 

   The Supreme, the all-conscious Self, the Godhead, the 
Infinite is not solely a spiritual existence remote and 
ineffable; he is here in the universe at once hidden and 
expressed through manand the gods and through all 
beings and in all that is.  

 

 And it is by finding him not only in some immutable 
silence but in the world and its beings and in all self and 
in all Nature, it is by raising to an integral as well as to a 
highest union with him all the activities of the 
intelligence, the heart, the will, the life that man can 
solve at once his inner riddle of self and God and the 
outer problem of his active human existence.  

 

 Made Godlike, God-becoming, he can enjoy the infinite 
breadth of a supreme spiritual consciousness that is 
reached through works no less than through love and 
knowledge. Immortal and free, he can continue his 
human action from that highest level and transmute it 
into a supreme and all-embracing divine activity, —that 
indeed is the ultimate crown and significance here of all 
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works and living and sacrifice and the world’s endeavour. 

 

This highest message is first for those who have the strength to 
follow after it, the master men, the great spirits, the God knowers, 
God-doers, God-lovers who can live in God and for God and do their 
work joyfully for him in the world, a divine work uplifted above the 
restless darkness of the human mind and the false limitations of the 
ego.  

 

At the same time, and here we get the gleam of a larger 
promise which we may even extend to the hope of a collective turn 
towards perfection,—for if there is hope for man, why should there 
not be hope for mankind? —the Gita declares that all can if they will, 
even to the lowest and sinfullest among men, enter into the path of 
this Yoga. And if there is a true self-surrender and an absolute 
unegoistic faith in the indwelling Divinity, success is certain in this 
path. 

  
The decisive turn is needed; there must be an abiding belief in 

the Spirit, a sincere and insistent will to live in the Divine, to be in self 
one with him and in Nature—where too we are an eternal portion of 
his being—one with his greater spiritual Nature, God-possessed in all 
our members and Godlike.                                                                                   
(2) 
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s‘ 

îu dpspÆ 
 

s‘k“¡ kpdpÞe fus¡ v$d“ kp’¡ c¡mk¡m L$fu v$¡hpdp„ Aph¡ R>¡. 

 Äepf¡ s‘k“u hps Aph¡ R>¡ Ðepf¡ Ap‘Z“¡ L$p¡C ÐepNu“u kp^“p“p¡ 

¿epg Aph¡ R>¡. Ap ÐepNu gp¡L$p¡ ifuf“p Æh““¡, âpZ s’p d““p Æh““¡ 

ApÝep[ÐdL$ õhê$‘ Ap‘hp“p dlp L$qW$“ L$pe®’u v|$f fl¡hp dpNsp lp¡e R>¡ A“¡ s¡’u s¡ 

A¡d Ål¡f L$fu v$¡ R>¡ L¡$ Ap hõsyAp¡ - ifuf, âpZ, d“ ê$‘p„sf ‘pdu iL¡$ s¡d “’u.  

ÐepNu Ap b^p„“¡ lf¡L$ fus“p ApÝep[ÐdL$ rhL$pkdp„ A¡L$ A’®lu“ bp¡Å 

ê$‘, b„^“ A“¡ S>„Æf ê$‘ kdÆ s¡d“¡ r“›y$f fus¡ bpSy>A¡ lX$k¡gu v$¡ R>¡ A’hp L„$C “rl 

sp¡, Ap ifuf, âpZ s’p d““p Æh““¡ s¡ A¡L$ “ ky^f¡ s¡hu QuS> sp¡ NZ¡ S> R>¡. s¡ 

A¡d kdS>¡ R>¡ L¡$ Ap b^p„ A¡L$ bp¡Å¡ R>¡ A“¡ Ly$v$fs ep sp¡ âcy“u L©$‘p d©Ðey Üpfp sd“¡ 

s¡dp„’u dy¼s “ L$f¡ Ðep„ ky^u s¡ bp¡Å“¡ sdpf¡ b“¡ s¡V$gp Ap“„v$’u hl¡hp“p¡ R>¡, Ap 

ÐepNu dp“k h^ydp„ h^y dpÓ A¡V$gy„ S> õhuL$pf¡ R>¡ L¡$ ‘©Õhu D‘f“y„ Ap‘Z“¡ dm¡gy„ Ap 

Æh“ A¡ âNrs L$fhp dpV¡$“y„ dpÓ A¡L$ n¡Ó S> R>¡, A“¡ dpZk¡ s¡dp„’u b“¡ s¡V$gp¡ h^ydp„ 

h^y gpc d¡mhu g¡hp“p¡ âeÐ“ L$fhp“p¡ R>¡. dpZk¡ Ap ‘©Õhu D‘f b“¡ s¡V$gu TX$‘¡ 

A¡V$gu ‘|Z®sp d¡mhu g¡hu Å¡CA¡ L¡$ S>¡dp„ ‘R>u Ap Æh““u L$p¡C S>ê$f fl¡ S> “rl, A“¡ 

A¡ fus¡ Ap L$kp¡V$udp„’u ‘|f¡‘|fp R|>V$u S>hpe, Ap R>¡ ÐepNâ^p“ dp“k“y„ ×rô$tbvy$. 

 ‘f„sy Ap‘Z¡ dpV¡$ Ap âï“ Sy>vy$„ S> ê$‘ ^pfZ L$f¡ R>¡. ‘©Õhu D‘f“y„ 

Æh“ Ap‘Z¡ dpV¡$ dpÓ A¡L$ kp^“ ê$‘ S> “’u, L$p¡C AÞe k©rô$dp„ ‘lp¢Qhp dpV¡$“p¡ A¡L$ 

fõsp¡ S> “’u. A¡ Æh““y„ ê$‘p„sf kp^u gC“¡ Ap‘Z¡ A¡ Æh““¡ S> gÿe b“phhp“y„ 

fl¡ R>¡, A¡L$ kpnpÐL$pf ê$‘ b“phhp“y„ fl¡ R>¡.  

Ap‘Z¡ Äepf¡ s‘k“u hps L$fuA¡ R>uA¡ Ðepf¡ s¡“u ‘pR>m ifuf âÐe¡ 

rsfõL$pf“p¡ cph “’u lp¡sp¡, s¡dp„’u Ap‘Z¡ R|>V$p ’C S>hp “’u dpNsp.  

Ap‘Zp Ýe¡e“¡ kp^hp dpV¡$ Ap‘Z¡ ApÐd-k„ed“u s’p ApÐd-

Integral Life 
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âcyÐh“u S>ê$f fl¡ R>¡ A“¡ s¡V$gp dpV¡$ S> Ap‘Z¡ s‘k“u dpNZu L$fuA¡ R>uA¡. L$pfZ 

L¡$, S>Nsdp„ A¡L$ buSy>„ ‘Z A¡hy„ s‘k R>¡ L¡$ S>¡ ÐepNuAp¡“p„ sdpd s‘kp¡ L$fsp„ ‘Z A¡L$ 

OÏ„ rhi¡j dlp“, rhi¡j k„‘|Z® A“¡ L$qW$“ s‘k R>¡.  

Ap‘Zp ‘|Z® ê$‘p„sf dpV¡$ Ap A¡L$ OÏ„ AphíeL$ s‘k R>¡. A¡ Qsyrh®^ 

s‘k ìe[¼s“¡ Arsdp“k kÐe“p Aprhcp®h dpV¡$ s¥epf L$f¡ R>¡.  

Ap fus¡ Å¡sp„, v$p.s. Ap‘Z¡ L$lu iL$uA¡ L¡$ ifuf“u ‘|Z®sp dpV¡$ S>¡ 

ipfuqfL$ s‘k“u S>ê$f ‘X¡$ R>¡ s¡“p S>¡hp„ L$W$Z s‘ buÅ„ cpÁe¡ S> li¡.  

(3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

It is only by an opening to our inner being or 

an entry into it that a direct intimate awareness can 

be added to the outer indirect awareness. 

****** 

It is only by our awakening to our inmost soul 

or  superconscient self that there can be a beginning 

of the spiritual knowledge with identity as its basis, 

its constituent power, its intrinsic substance.  

                                                 Sri Aurobindo 

****** 

 

 

A conscious being, no larger than a man’s 

thumb, stands in the centre of our self; he is master 

of the past and the present; . . .he is today and he is 

tomorrow.                                      Katha Upanishad. 
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