.* Supplement

. The Sunlit Path ~

© True and Living Education *
'-'Sri 'A'u.ro'b'i'nclo' %
. 'That alone w1ll be a true and 11v1ng educatlon whlch helps to brlng out to full advantage "'
| +makes ready for the full purpose and scope of human llfe all that 1s m the 1nd1v1dual man ] :
: -and whlch at th.e same t.lme helps hlm to enter mto hlS rlght relatlon w1th the llfe, mlnd; " 8
' and soul of the people to whlch he belongs and w1th that great total llfe mlnd and soul of ‘.

"_humanlty of wh1ch he hlmself 1s a unlt and hlS people or natron a llVlng, a separate and yet_‘- |

: lnseparable member

It is by cons1der1ng the whole questlon 1n the llght of th1s large and entlre pr1nc1ple thatll -
.,we can best arrlve at a clear 1dea of what we would have our educatlon to be and what we .
"shall strlve to accompllsh by a natlonal educatlon ( A Preface (')n Natlonal Educatlon * &

-I,CWSA Val. 1, p4-25)
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If the growth of consaousness :

'_ were. cbn5|dered ES the prlnc1pal gbal of I|fe,_

ma-ny dlff-lcu'l_tles wou‘l_d. f|_nd th-'elr solutlon..-._. |

" " - w
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' The'Mother"
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. (CWM Vagl.12,p iz;) :
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A land of children dan¢ing in the rain "

-Az’im‘H.-P-rem‘j.i
One often hears of the hlgh prevalence of ch|Id Iabour in our country Of the many
reports l have read, perhaps the most dlsturblng was a report on the cond|t|on of chrldren '_

. employed by zarl factorles in Delhl, Mumbal and other parts of Indla. It grleves me to lmaglne

ch|Idren exposed to such |nhuman|ty in-am evolved soc1ety Ilke ours. -

" : . " % . i 5 . . “ . . 5 . i A . I
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Robblng ch’lldren of thelr chlldhood is a crlmlnal act, and bur soc1ety must weed this

- malalse out from the root

But where does the root Ile’ Before you attempt an’ answer, let me glve you an

» anecdote from the other end of the soc1al spectrum
A colleague in Wipro has a child studying in standard nine of a reputed school in gl
[IBangalore. This child wakes up 5 a.m. And studies for an hour before going to school. Sheji

dreturns from school at 4 p.m. And rushes for her IIT entrance exam coaching class. At 6 p.m., she§§

| has tuitions for 2 hours. Post dinner, she spends an hour or more on homework. I asked her

g@when she gets time to play. She replied that she does not play. She gets half — hour of free time

each day, which she spends watching her favourite serial on television. She also added that| ol

gboard exams and entrance exams are very |mportant and that you onIy get one chance

Let me ask you is. the condttton of thlS Chlld dtfferent from that of the Chlld in the zan ', g

-.factory’ When l look at chlldren, l wonder whether they have ttme to play wrth frrends, to meet B,

o 'mterestmg people, to explore the world and to follow thetr currosrty When the fll‘St monsoon' s

__showers begm,. I would thmk that the streets would be. full o.f chlldren rushmg headlong mto the
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'-'ram, dancmg ahd playmg However, I thmk today, the rains faH on empty streets

ThIS. mv frlends, is the new lndlan realltv |n our v1l|a2es. in our sIums, and in our-_

'-’metrbpolltan hlgh r|ses

Whatever the reasons — poverty, soaetal asplratlon, apathetlc |nd|v1duals and-_ |
"+organ|sat|ons, of |ust the burden of C|rcumstances - the reallty is" that our chlldren are "

. stralt]acketed thus stlfllng thelr natural growth

The flnaI |nd|cator of a country S mdependence is- the way its chlldren I|ve Are_'_
P chlldren free from the malaise of poverty and hunger’ Are they free from the burden of parental._ '

'-'aspl_ratlon? A_re _the_y free_ from norms_ of s-o_c1a-l .cond'l_tlonmg? Are we _en_su-rmg_th_e curlo_SIty of our

- ehildre‘n crontinuesrto bur'n and is notrs'tanape’dro'ut" Are rthey free to expiore' the wor.id to' re‘a_lriz_e'_ ol

-_*thelr unlque potentlal and thereby, help dlscover the true potentlal of the socrety |tself?

Gandhul sa|d that the greatest Iessons |n Ilfe are Iearnt from chlldren, not', |
-.*from Iearned men' A Ch-lld WI" fearlessly t-ry before glvmg up As aduIts, fearlng fallure, we glve .
o 'up even before we try A chlld |s mherently CUI'IOUS about the world about relatlonshlps, about' s

,_wantmg_to u ndersta_nd.how thlngs,work_. .As,adult_s.,' our bllnker_ed and cond_ltl_oned self pre_vents
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'-'us frdm truly explorlng W|thout pre;udlce For a chlld wha‘t she does is meanlngful |n’ its own

Ny rlght As an adult we usuaIIy Ilnk every actlon to an external reward of money or recognltlon. I

| I did not 1earn how to be a father frbm manuals Whatever Ilttle I Iearnt_"_
B about bemg a parent l Iearnt by observmg my ch|Idren and Iettlng them teach me S|m|Iarly, o

-.‘thmk our teachers could grow enormous-ly by Iearnlng from their students how to be a good d

'teacher We W|II then refraln from pushlng our knowledge down the|r young mlnds, and begm'_ &

._+the democratlc process of bemg |o|nt ]earners as we d|scover and understand our world
. 'belleve a powerful force for empowerment |s to have m mot‘lvated teachers who are Iearners'

| ,flrst” teachers second Only then W|Il we stop trylng to mould chlldren mto our “adult"’ I|keness

*'Only then W|II we Iet them blossom, developlng on the already mature qualltles of thelr' i

'chﬂdhood

If Ind|a has to develop economlcally, soc1al|y, mtellectually, and cuIturaIIy, we-' K

+must empower those most vulnerable to soc1aI dlktat our chlldren Let us resolve to g|ve our L

' -chlldren the freedom of chlldhood Iet us change our schools from belng textbook prlsons to .

| Iabo.ratorles of exploratlon Iet us change homes from belng tu1t|on centres to. playgrounds of art"_ |

. '_and sport
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India will be radiant when. our ¢hildren are free td dance in'the rain.(7)""

g - . . g - : . g - : . . - : . g -
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dayspass, -
| :the'vveeks '.pas's, N
"_the months pass, - |
. the years pass and tlme fades mto the past
cAnd .o oo e T T
'Iaterorr,r-_ p | -
" when they have grown up,
"_+those who no Ionger have E
| thei |mmense advantage of belng chlldren
__+regre.t the tlme that they have wasted and that they

g -

‘could have used to learn all the thlngs whichr rare needed g

' to know how to I|ve.
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Natlonal Educatlon

The Mother
"_+any"
c':ountry'

’the best educatlon S

'that can be glven to chlidren .

+con51sts ln teac-hlng them What the .

.true nature of thelr countrv is and lts own. qualltles

the mlssron thelr natlon has to fUlfll in the world and lts

'-+true place in the terrestrlal concert

. o * . & * .

| ,To that should be added

-
. . N " . .

a Wlde understandlng of the role of other natlons, B .

but w:thout the splrlt of lmltatlon and w:thout ver losmg s:ght of

the genlus of one’s own country | '_ & (CWI\/I VoI 12, pages 252 3)
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To Iove to Iearn lS the most precwus glft that one can make to a

chlld to Iearn aIways and everywhere +‘

- The Mothér.

. (CWMVol. 12, page 166)
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