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Course 
Objectives 

 

1. To explain the history and evolution of social work profession in India 
and the West. 

2. To develop insights into the origin and development of ideologies 
associated to professional social work. 

3. To develop insights about the values and ethics of professional social 
work 

4. To examine the origin and professionalization of social work profession 
in the context of existing ideologies of social change. 

 
Course Outline 
Unit Unit Description Weightage* 

1 An Introduction to Social Work:  
1. Concept, Definition, Objectives and functions of Social Work.  
2. Ideologies of professional social work (charity, welfare social 

work, clinical social work, ecological social work, radical 
social work, progressive social work, feminist social work) 

3.   Brief introduction to Methods of Social Work.  

20% 

2 Emergence of Social Work:  
1. Emergence of Social Work in UK and USA.  
2.  History of Social Work in India: Social work in ancient, 

medieval and modern period.  
3. Indian Social Work  Model : 

(a) Individual Initiatives- Jyotiba Phule, Chattrapati Shahu 
Maharaja, B.R. Ambedkar, Mahatma Gandhi, Sardar 
Vllabhabhai Patel, Baba Amte,  Sunderlal Bahuguna and 
Nanji Deshmukh. 

(b) Initiatives through Social Movements- Backward Classes’s 
movement, Peasant movements and Environmental 
movements. 

 

3 Values and Ethics in Social Work Practice:  
1. Assumptions and Values of the Social Work.  
2. Codes of Ethics.  
3. Principles of Social Work.  
4. Social Work and its relation to Human Rights and Social 

Justice. 

20% 

4 Social Work Profession in India and Development of Social Work 
Education in India:  

1. Profession: Meaning, Definition and Attributes.   
2.  Professionalization of Social Work in India.  

20% 



3. Status of Social Work Profession in India.  
4. Evolution of social work education in India. 
5.  Levels of Training in social work education. Domains in 

Social Work Education (core domain, supportive domain, 
elective and interdisciplinary domain) 

5 Indigenisation of Social Work:   
1. Euro centrism in Social Work 

2. Social Work knowledge in India: Professional Imperialism 

20% 

 
*Units will have the same weightage in the evaluation as suggested in the course outline 
 

Teaching-
Learning 

Environment 

The course would be taught / learnt through various means like lectures, 
discussions, assignments (individual & group), viva-voce, seminars, 
presentations, e-resources, organisational visits, and projects (class room 
& field) 

 
Evaluation Pattern 
Sr.
No Details of the Evaluation Weightage 

1 Internal Written/Practical Examination 20% 
2 Internal continuous assessment in the form of viva-voce, quizzes, seminars, 

assignments, attendance, case studies and field projects. 
10% 

3 University Examination 70% 
Note: Students will have to score a minimum of 40 (forty) percent to pass the course. 
 
Course Ooutcomes: Having completed this course, student should be able to: 

1 Understand and appreciate social work as a profession. 
2 Gain insight into different ideologies of social work. 
3 Demonstrate awareness of values and ethics of the social work profession.  
4 Develop ability to contextualize the emergence of social work education in India and 

the current status of social work profession in India. 
5 Carry out projects that enable them employable and upscale their skills 
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