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Unit Description in detail Weightage (%) 

1 Plants as sources of drugs, pharmaceauticals and pharmaceutical aids. 
Ethnomedicobotany: Basic approaches to study traditional knowledge on herbal  
medicine; Scope and potential applications. 
Collection methods of ethnomedicobotanical data: Field methods and scrutiny 
of Herbarium specimens and folklore; verification of data; collection of 
materials for voucher specimen and for phytochemical screening; application of  
ethnomedicobotany. 
Creating indigenous knowledge base of traditional medicines of plant origin. 
Pharmacognosy of drugs derived from alkaloids, glycosides, volatile oils, lipids,  
gums, resins, tannins and saponins. Drugs of botanical origin: Structure, 
physical properties, biosynthesis and chemistry of secondary metabolites: 
phenols, phenolic glycosides, saponins, steroids, alkaloids, vitamins and 
harmones and natural antibiotics. 
Methods for screening natural sources for bioactive principles. 

 

2 Secondary metabolites: Major pathways, structure and biosynthesis of plant  
pigments, alkaloids, glycosides and lignin. 
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