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Unit Description in detail 

 OBJECTIVES: 
The students will be able to: 

• Conceptualize the meaning and different perspectives of curriculum. 
• Understand the epistemological, sociological and psychological bases of curriculum 

development. 
• Understand the different types of curriculum with respect to their main orientation and 

approaches. 
• Compare and analyse the NCF over the years with respect to their foundational 

considerations, concerns, priorities an goals. 
 

1 PERSPECTIVES ON CURRICULUM 
1. Meaning of curriculum 
2. Four perspectives on curriculum 

a. Traditionalists 
b. Conceptual Empiricists. 
c. Reconceptualists 
d. Social constructivists. 

3. Concept of core curriculum, Hidden curriculum, Spiral curriculum, integrated curriculum 
and their relevance. 

4. Curriculum frameworks: need and importance, ramification of curriculum framework into 
curriculum, syllabus and textbooks. 

 
2 BASIS OF CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT. 

1. Epistemological bases: forms of knowledge, structure of a discipline; characteristics of 
different Disciplines and levels of understanding; Logical grammar of school subjects. 

2. Sociological bases: societal needs and aspirations, culture and values, social changes, 
knowledge explosion, national concerns and goals, globalisation, localization and 
privatization, political ideology and technological influences. 

3. Critical issues: environmental concerns, gender differences, inclusiveness, value concerns 
and issues, social sensitivity. 

4. Nature of learner and learning process: developmental characteristics of a learner; 
Developmental tasks; learning theories: Behaviouristics, constructivistic and social learning 
and their relevance to curriculum development. 

 
3 TYPES OF CURRICULUM 

1. Subject centred 
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2. Learner centred 
3. Community centred 
4. Social reconstructoinist curriculum: characteristics, purpose, role of a teacher. 

 
4 CURRICULUM CONCERNS: GLOBAL AND NATIONAL  

1. The salient features of National Curriculum Framework(2005). 
2. Analysis of these documents with respect to various aspects of foundations, concerns, and 

the changes made with important considerations. 
3. Curricular concerns under globalization. 
4. Need of internalization of curriculum at secondary level. 
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