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SARDAR PATEL UNIVERSITY 
Programme & Subject: M.A (Sociology) 

Semester: III 
Syllabus with Effect from: June-2010 

  
Paper Code: PA03ESOC04 

Total Credit: 4 
Title Of Paper: Political Sociology 

 
Unit Description in Detail Weightage (%) 

I Political Sociology : Definition, Nature, Importance, Origin- Development, 
Scope. 

15% 

II Relation of Political Sociology with other Science 
Approaches of Studing Politial Sociology. 
Concept of Authority and Power : Types and Functions, Problems 
of Political Power. 

15% 

III Elites Theory : Defination, Characteristics, Types of Elites 
Gaetano Mosca’s Theory 
Pareto’s Theory 
C. Wright Mils Theory 
Michel’s Theory 
Criticism of Elites Theory, Political Elites in India. 

15% 

IV Political Culture : Definition, Nature, Characteristics, Dimensions, Kides, 
Political Culture in India. 

15% 

V Political Parties : Meaning, Origin, Constructive Elements, Functions, 
Demerits, Importance, Types, Development of Political 

15% 

VI Parties in India. 
Political Socialization : Meaning, Characteristics, Nature, 
Agencies, Importance. 

15% 

VII Political Communication : Definitions, Characteristics, 
Nature, Agencies, Role of Communication in Political Systems. 

10% 

 
Essential Readings: 
 

� Sociology of Art Ed. Milton Albert, James Bam Mesam Chif, Publication: Gerald Duckwarth 
Co.,London  

 
Basic Text & Reference Books:- 
 

� Dowse,R.E.& Hughes(1971) Political Sociology, New York. 
� Ferreira, J. V. (Editor) (1986)Survey of Research in Sociology and Social Anthropology (1969-79) 

Vol-III, Indian Council of Social Science Research. 
� Gupta Dipankar (1996) : Political Sociology in India (Contemporary Trends) orient longman limited, 

New Delhi-02. P. 25-35, 75-80 
� Indian Council of Research (1981) A Survey of Research in Political Science, Vol-III 

(Political Dynamics) Allied Publishers Private Limited, New Delhi, P. 2-20, 49-73 
� Kothari, R. (1970) Caste in Indian Politics in India, Orient Longmans Ltd. 
� Maciver, R.M.& C.H.Page (1952) Society, Macmillan & Co. 
� Max Weber Political Sociology England, Peagland. Penguin Books, London. P. 27-28 
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� Mitchell, W.C. (1967) Sociological Analysis and Politics, Prentice-Hall, Englewood Cliffs. 
� Mukhopadhyaya A.K.(1980) Political Sociology, K. P. Bagechi and Co., Calcutta, 

P. 152-153 
� Singh Sunita (2001) The positive face of power Northern book center, New Delhi. 
� Sita Radhakrishnam (1990) The Social Sciences : An overview, 

Indian Council of Social Science Research, New Delhi. 
� Tom Bottomor (1981) Political Sociology Hachisan Pvt., Conway Stre, London, P. 2-6, 35-40 

 
 


