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Master of Arts: History 
M. A. History: Semester II 

Course Code PA02EHIS54 Title of the Course Tribals in Indian 
History 

Total Credits of the 
course 

4 + 1 Hours per Week 5 

 
Course 
objectives: 

The tribals form a large chunk of Indian population. They have until very 
recently been hidden from history or featured in it against the dominant 
classes of Indian society. This paper introduces the students to the problems 
of writing tribal history, its method, their history, their contribution to Indian 
history, and some of the prominent scholars who worked on the tribals.  

 
Course Content 
Unit Description Weightage 

(%) 
1.  • Tribal history: concept, scope, method 

• Tribal as category: the missionary, Orietnalist and Indian 
discourse 

• Tribals history: sources and historiography 

25% 

2.  • Tribes in ancient India 
• From tribe to caste debate 
• Tribes of Gujarat 

25% 

3.  Some prominent tribal movements: 
• The Mangadh Massacre 
• The Bhagat Movement 
• The Devi Andolan 

25% 

4.  Scholars among the tribals: 
• Sarat Chandra Roy 
• K. S. Singh 
• Bhagwandas Patel 

25% 

 
Teaching-
learning 
Methodology 

Direct lectures, quizzes, seminars, tutorials, home assignments, audio-
visual media (movies, documentaries, ppts, slides, etc.) 

 
Evaluation Pattern 
Sr. 
No. 

Details of Evaluation Weightage 

1.  Internal Written Exams (as per CBSC R. 6.8.3) 15% 
2.  Internal Continuous Assessment in the form of Practical, 

Viva-voce, Quizzes, Seminars, Assignments, Attendance (as 
per CBSC R.6.8.3) 

15% 

3.  University Exams 70% 
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Course outcomes: Having completed this course, the learner will be able to 

1.  learn the history of the tribals on its own right 
2.  how the history of tribals can be written in absence of written evidence 
3.  understand the debates regarding the tribals and the contributions of those who 

took part in it. 
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