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Master of Arts: History 
M. A. History: Semester II 

 
Course Code PA02EHIS52 Title of the Course Debates in Indian 

History 
Total Credits of the 
course 

4 + 1 Hours per Week 5 

 
Course 
objectives: 

History writing takes place in a socio-cultural environment and depends much 
on political ideology of the historian. This course introduces the students to 
some of the debates in Indian history and shows how historians manipulate 
evidence and how given their prejudices interpret data to suit their pet 
theories or dates. 

 
Course Content 
Unit Description Weightage 

(%) 
1.  • Political position and interpretation 

• The Harappan question 
• The Aryan Debate and the date of the Rgveda 

25% 

2.  • The Date of the Buddha 
• The Date of Ashtadhyayi 
• The Date of Arthasastra 

25% 

3.  • The question of ‘golden age’ 
• The problem of deurbanisation 
• When was Mediaevalism? 

25% 

4.  • Composite Culture? 
• 1857: Mutiny or War of Independence? 
• Indian freedom movements: debates 

25% 

 
Teaching-
learning 
Methodology 

Direct lectures, quizzes, seminars, tutorials, home 
assignments, audio-visual media (movies, 
documentaries, ppts, slides, etc.) 

 

 
Evaluation Pattern 
Sr. 
No. 

Details of Evaluation Weightage 

1.  Internal Written Exams (as per CBSC R. 6.8.3) 15% 
2.  Internal Continuous Assessment in the form of Practical, 

Viva-voce, Quizzes, Seminars, Assignments, Attendance (as 
per CBSC R.6.8.3) 

15% 

3.  University Exams 70% 
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Course outcomes: Having completed this course, the learner will be able to 
1.  understand the politics of scholarship 
2.  learn that practise of historical writing is not objective, nor neutral but affected by 

socio-political agendas 
3.  learn to evaluate data and to interpret them 
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On-line resources to be used if available as reference material 
On-line Resources 
Relevant entries in Wikipedia (https://www.wikipedia.org/) and Encyclopaedia Britannica 
(https://www.britannica.com/) 
Relevant books available on archive.org 
Relevant articles on Jstor (https://www.jstor.org/), Project Muse (https://muse.jhu.edu/)  
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