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Master of Arts: History 
M. A. History: Semester I 

 
Course Code PA01EHIS54 Title of the 

Course 
Social and Economic 
History of Ancient India 

Total Credits of the 
course 

4 + 1 Hours per Week 5 

 
Course 
objectives: 

This course covers some central themes of Indian social and economic history from the 
earliest times and how they changed over a period. Instead of treating conceptual 
categories like varna, jati, untouchability, slavery, and urbanisation as static, it shows 
how these were fluid, porous, and always open to interpretations. It also underlines 
how these concepts were construed at different times by scholars depending upon their 
own prediclinations and also shows how sources can be misused in history writing. 

 

Course Content 
Unit Description Weightage (%) 

1.  • India: Concept, Geography, and Environment 
• Importance of Study of History of Society and 

Economy in Ancient India 
• Scrutiny of Sources: Archaeological and Literary 

25% 

2.  • Agriculture and Husbandry 
• Crafts and Industries 
• Trade: Maritime and Internal 

25% 

3.  • Varna and Jati 
• Position of Women and Forms of Marriages 
• Slavery and Untouchability 

25% 

4.  • Monetisation 
• Urbanisation 
• Deurbanisation 

25% 

 
Teaching-
learning 
Methodology 

Direct lectures, quizzes, seminars, tutorials, home assignments, audio-visual 
media (serials, documentaries, ppts, slides, etc.) 

 
Evaluation Pattern 
Sr. 
No. 

Details of Evaluation Weightage 

1.  Internal Written Exams (as per CBSC R. 6.8.3) 15% 
2.  Internal Continuous Assessment in the form of Practical, 

Viva-voce, Quizzes, Seminars, Assignments, Attendance (as 
per CBSC R.6.8.3) 

15% 

3.  University Exams 70% 
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Course outcomes: Having completed this course, the learner will be able to 
1.  know how literature and archaeology help reconstruct ancient Indian society and economy 
2.  have a good idea of the main characteristic features of ancient Indian society and economy 
3.  understand how the categories like varna, jati, untouchability, slavery, internal trade, 

(de)urbanisation were not static but changeable. 
4.  know that history depends less on sources and more interpretations. 

 

Suggested References: 
Sr. No. References 
 Allchin, Briget and F. R. Allchin. 1982. The Rise of Civilization in India and Pakistan. 

Delhi: Cambridge University Press. 
 Allchin, F. R. et al. 1995. Historical Archaeology of Early India. Delhi: Cambridge 

University Press. 
 Kane, P. V. 1930–62. History of Dharmashastra (relevant sections). Pune: Bhandarkar 

Oriental Research Institute. 
 Kosambi, D. D. 1958. An Introduction to the Study of Indian History. Bombay: Popular 

Prakashan. 
 Randhava, M. S. A History of Agriculture in India. New Delhi: Indian Council of 

Agricultural Research. 
 Sharma, R. S. 1995. Perspectives in Social and Economic History of Early India. Delhi: 

Motilal Banarasidass. 
 झा, डी. एन. और कृष्णमोन शीणामी. पारीन भारत का इितोास. िदलमी: िदलमी िव�िवदामा. 
 िवदामाकार, सताकक तत. २०१०. पारीन भारतीा इितोास का वैिदक ातग. नवी िदलोी: सरसवती सदन.  
 शणार, राणशर्. १९९२. पारािभक भारत का आिथरक एवा साणािजक इितोास. िदलमी: िदलमी िव�िवदामा. 
 शणार, राणशर्. १९७३. भारतीा साणनतवाद. िदलमी: राजकणम. 
 शणार, राणशर्. १९९२. शदू् का पारीन इितोास. िदलमी: राजकणम. 
 शणार, राणशर्. १९९५. भारत कक  पारीन नगर् का पतन. िदलमी: राजकणम. 
 शतकम, िगरीशराद एवा िवणमकश कत णार पााडका. २००२. पाका  एवा पािगितोािसक भारतीा पतरात�व. नई िदलमी: णमतीमाम बनारसीदास. 
 દ�સાઈ, �ણુવતંભાઈ. ૧૯૮૮. પિ�મ ભારતમા ં�ગ્રે–રારક�ય અન્ સામા�રક પ�રપ્રયમા.ં 

અમદાવાદ: �િુનવિસ�ટ� ગરંિનમામણ બેડમ. 
 પડં�ા, �મુના. ૧૯૮૪. ભારતને આદ ઇિતહાસ. અમદાવાદ: �િુનવિસ�ટ� ગરંિનમામણ બેડમ. 
 શા�ી, હ�રપસાદ. ૧૯૮૪. પારીન ભારત. અમદાવાદ: �રુરાત �િુનવિસ�ટ�. 
 શા�ી, હ�રપસાદ અન્ પવીણરચં પર�ખ. ૧૯૭૯. ભારતીય િસ�ાશા�. અમદાવાદ: �િુનવિસ�ટ� 

ગરંિનમામણ બેડમ. 
 સાકં�ળયા, હસ�ખુ ધીરરલાલ. ૧૯૭૬. ભારતમા ંસસં �્િતને ઉષ:કાળ. અમદાવાદ: �રૂરાત 

િવદાપીપ. 
 

On-line resources to be used if available as reference material 
On-line Resources 
Relevant entries in Wikipedia (https://www.wikipedia.org/) and Encyclopaedia Britannica 
(https://www.britannica.com/) 
Relevant books available on archive.org 
Relevant articles on Jstor (https://www.jstor.org/), Project Muse (https://muse.jhu.edu/)  
 

https://www.britannica.com/

