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Unit Description in detail Weightage (%) 

1 Definition of knowledge- Classification of knowledge. 
Means of valid knowledge: Perception- Inference- Comparison and Testimony 
or Shabda. 
Perception : Definition and kinds of Pratyaksa (perception) – Sannikarsa and its 
kinds 
Inference: Its definition and kinds- Definition and classification of Vyapti- 
Fallacies of Inference. 

 

2 Comparison: Definition and classification of Upamana- Jain, Buddha and 
Mimansa views on Upamana 
Testimony or shabda: Definition and kinds of shabda, Sound and word- Word 
and their meaning- The import of word. The theory of Sphota.  The construction 
of a sentence- The meaning of a sentence. 

 

3 Other source of knowledge: Different views about the ultimate source of 
knowledge- Arthaptti or postulation as source of knowledge- Abhav or 
Anuplabdhi as source of knowledge- Smriti or memory as a distinct source of 
knowledge. 

 

4 Truth: The Nyaya theory of extrinsic validity and invalidity of knowledge 
(Partahpramanyavad)- Mimansakas doctrine of Intrinsic validity 
(Svatahpramanyavad)- Criticism of Buddhists intrinsic invalidity and extrinsic 
validity of knowledge. 
Error: Theories of error of Nyay-Vaisheshika, Prabhkara, Kumarila, Advaita, 
Yogahcara, Madhyamika, Jaina and Ramanuja. 
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