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Title of the Course 
Kauti1ya's Arthashastra 

Course 
Objectives I 
Pul'pose: 

• This course will introduce the students to Kautilya's thoughts. 
• It will intrm.lut:e them to various thoughts ofKautilya's Trade and comuJercc. 
• Students understand the Kautilya as an Economist and relevance ofKautilya.' s 

Arthashastra. 
• Students understand the Kautilya's ideology. 
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Course outline 

Unit Course Description Weightage* 

l. Kautilya's Arthashastra: An overview 
1.1 IntToduction of Kautilya' s Arthashastra 
1.2 Economic thoughts of Kautilya 
1.3 Seven departments of governments 
1.4 Functions and duties of the state 50% 
1.5 Governance system of the state 
1.6 Trade and Commerce 
L7 Relevance ofKautilya's Althashastra ' 

1.8 Kautilya as an Economist 

2. Kautilya's Ideology: Agricultural and Trade 
(A) Agriculture in Context with Kautilya 

1.1 Current status of Agriculture in India 
(B) Domestic Trade 

J .2 Introduction of Trade Routes and Domestic 'l'tade 50% 
l .3 Merits of Economic Activities 
1.4 Protections of Merchants 

(C) Foreign Trade 
1.5 Trade as Revenue Generator 
1.6 Imports and Exports of Goods. 



* Units will have the same weightage in the evaluation a:; suggested in the course outline 

Teaching
Learning 
Environment 

The course would be taught/learnt through various means like lectures, 
discussions, writing assignments, viva-voce. 

Evaluation Pattern 

Sr. Details of the Evaluation '• \Veightage 
No. 

'"w~"- '""'' 

l. Tntcmal Written 25% 

2. Internal Continuous Assessment in the form of Practical, Quizes, 
Assignments, Attendance, Participation in co-cunicular and extra- 25% 
cunicular ::~r.tivities 

3. University Examination 50% 
' Note: Students wtll have to score a 1111mmum of 30 (Thtrty) percent to pass the course. 

Com·se Outcomes: Having completed this course, student should be able to: 
f---"""'"-

1. The course will enable the students to understand the Kautilya's economic thmking. 
' ' 

'J 
~. Students understand the Kautilya'sideology in tenns of Agriculture and Trade 

3. Student also understand Domestic Trade 

4. Student also understand Trade as Revenue: 
,,. 

'' 

Suggested References: (indudc rcferc.n.cc ma.tcdal frotn wllcrea student is expected to study the said content in AP.A $lyle) 

Sr. Reference Books /Research papers I Reports/ Anyreference material used for teaching I 
No. learning the content in the course outline 

1 Kautilya's A1iha shastra- Jaico Publishing House, Mumbai (2021) English Version. 

2 Kautilya' s Artha shastra ·- Jaico Publishing House, Mumbai (2013) Gujarati Version. 
.. 

3 Kautilya Artha shastram, Narmada Parghi-Parshva Publication, Ahmedabad. 

4 Kautilya A1iha sJmstram, Parts- 1,2, 3, Original Sanskrit Text, Jaisukharaya Purushoiiamaraya 
.Toshipura Editor Gautam Patel. 

~- ,,,.,.~~,----"''"""" 

5 L. N. Rangrajan, Kautilya: The Altha shastra (Penguin India- 1992). 

6 Usha Mehta & Usha Thakkar, 1980: Kautilya and his Artha shastra. 


