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Editorial

E
W(h)ither Teacherhood?

The last two centuries have witnessed revolutionary
displacements taking place in various spheres of human
activities. One can even say that in these two centuries
major fundamental positions were decentred and pushed
to periphery. Nietzsche decentred God with his (in)famous
proclamation: "God is dead". The death of king was also
proclaimed as monarchy was displaced by alternative
systems of governance such as democracy. Karl Marx
attempted the death of class through communism.
Similarly man is decentred by woman under the impact
of feminism. The tremors of these displacements can still
be experienced in our present 21st century. This century
could be considered as the pinnacle of anti-foundational
thinking which attacks and questions various
unexamined conventional positions that have hitherto
enjoyed the supreme status in human history.

One such position is that of the teacher who is posited at
the centre of academic enterprise. Even our Indian
concept celebrates the centrality of teacher in educational
sphere in hymns such as "Guru Brahma, Guru Vishnu..."
But this notion of teacher seems to be endangered in
this era of globalisation with the revolutionary invasion
of information technology and media in all spheres of
human life. Especially this invasion is perceived as a
death-blow to the status of a teacher in academics. The
efficacy of a teacher has come under a close scrutiny
with the arrival of computer (internet) assisted learning,
on-line teaching, e-classroom and distant education. The
internet has questioned the desirability of a teacher and
the conventional classroom by bringing the whole world

at one's finger tips. In such circumstances, the
sincere academicians and educationists are left
perturbed with pertinent questions: Whether the
teacher would be displaced/eliminated/annihilated
once and for all by these technological
advancements? How should a teacher deal with
these fresh challenges in order to save oneself and
the classroom from extinction?

The time has arrived when these questions can no
longer be ignored by the teacher who is facing
the threat of total eclipse by these massive
upheavals. One cannot dismiss the gravity of this
situation by resorting to the regressive
traditionalism and restrictive parochialism because
that would be sheer escapism on the part of the
teacher. Today's teacher has to pick up these
challenges and equip oneself accordingly. His
guiding motto should be: "Get Equipped or Get
Eclipsed". In this changed scenario, the teacher is
expected to evolve constantly and continually. He
should not disdain this technological sophistication
in education as encroachment upon his esteemed
territory. On the contrary, he should be eager to
adapt himself to these new tools, approaches and
methodologies of imparting education.

In this age of market-driven society, the major
emphasis is on the word 'friendly': consumer-
friendly, user-friendly, eco-friendly. Similarly, the
teacher is expected to be learner-friendly in order
to cater to the needs of the students. If he fails to
do so by keeping pace with these advancements,
an unbridgeable gulf would be created between
the teacher and students which would cause a
greater loss to the status of the teacher. Blaming
the young generation as wayward under the
influence of westernisation won't offer any solution
because this can only be done at the cost of
cloistering oneself in one's own fortress. A true
teacher would never be ready to adopt such a self-
damaging attitude. Let us face these new
challenges as herein lies the key to evolution. This
way we can justify our existence as teacher and
avoid the threat of our elimination at the hands of
advanced technology. When our Indian society is
aspiring to become the knowledge-society, the
teacher is called in for his active contribution by
being techno-savvy, computer-literate and learner-
friendly. Let us try to fulfill these expectations with
utmost sincerity by aiming at teacherhood instead
of teachership. Wishing a happy evolving
teacherhood to all at the dawn of the New Year.

- Manish Solanki
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Ganesha and the Computer

Ganesha is a problem solver
(vighnaharata) and the computer can
solve any problem. Ganesha's instrument
Is the mouse, so is it of the computer.
Every Hindu house first installs Ganesha.
Every institution and also houses install
the computer before undertaking any
work. Laxmi is more accessible through
Ganpati. Computer knowledge and
degrees bring bigger pay packets.
Ganesha's big stomach means that he can
consume and keep big amounts of food.
The computer can store huge amounts of
information.

Ganesha says vasudhaiva kutumbakam
and the computer has brought the world
together by its world wide web (www).

(Source : Bhavan's Journal, October 2006)
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> Business Studies Department

P.G. Department of Business Studies (Marketing
Group) celebrated Marketing week NIRMAN -
Expand Your Abilities, during which different
innovative co-curricular activities focusing on
practical aspects of various branches of marketing
management like advertising, consumer
behaviour, marketing research etc were organized.
In order to enhance the abilities of marketing
students, beyond theory, following events were
arranged.

4/9/06 | Soch Apni Apni : Debate Competition
5/9/06 | Marketing Kalakar : Role Play
6/9/06 Knowledge Takkar : Marketing Quiz
7/9/06 | Socho Magar Hatke : Poster Making
8/9/06 | Vicharo Ki Aap Le : Group Discussion
9/9/06 | Valedictory Function and FUN DAY

The objectives of the week were successfully
achieved under the guidance of head of the
Department Dr. D.M. Shah, faculties Dr. R.M. Joshi
and Mr. R.M. Rathod.

Environment Awareness Show

On 13th September 2006, Vidyanagar Nature Club
presented an Environment Awareness show with
a view to increasing students' knowledge
regarding the environmental problems and their
solutions. Managing Director of the club Mr. Dhaval
Patel addressed the students and Mr.R.M. Rathod
proposed the vote of thanks.

Inter Department Debate Competition

Department of Business Studies and JCI - Junior
Chamber International, Vallabh Vidynagar jointly
organized inter-department debate competition on
the topic "Whether Media Make or Break the
Society” on 19th September 2006. Two
participants from each postgraduate Department
of our University were invited to participate and
10 Departments (19 students) participated. Out of
which Sajjad Zaidi of MBA Department got first

rank, Vishal S. Makadia of Materials Science
Department stood second and Deepika Shah of
Business Studies Department secured third rank.
Dr. Sulbha Natraj, Principal, Way Made College of
Education, Mrs. Jyotiben Tiwari - In charge
Director of Computer Center, Sardar Patel
University and Mr. S.D. Karangia- Supervisor, T V
Patel Higher Secondary School were the judges
of the competition. Dr. D.M. Shah, Head of Business
Studies Department and Mr. Nandkishor
Limbasiya, President of JCI - Vallabh Vidyanagar
graced the event. Jc Nainesh Patel and Jc R.M.
Rathod successfully coordinated the competition.

Industrial and Institutional Visit

On 8th September 2006 M. Com Final (HRM group)
students visited Berger Lewis at Vithal
Udyognagar-GIDC and on 28th September 2006
they visited ELECON, Vallabh Vidyanagar and
Vidya Dairy, Anand under the supervision of
Dr. M.K. Patel and Mr. R.M. Rathod.

M. Com Final (Marketing group) students visited
Mudra Institute of Communication Ahmedabad
(MICA) on 25th September 2006 to know the
various aspects of Marketing Communication
Management and its education under the
coordination of Dr. R.M. Joshi and Mr. R.M. Rathod.
Mr. KGK Pillai - Registrar of the Institute addressed
the students and discussed unique features of
MICA and its role in advertising and marketing
world.

Guest Lecture

On 18th September 2006, guest lecture of Dr. T.
D. Tiwari, Director- R. K. Institute of Management,
Kasturbadham, Rajkot - was organized at
Department on 'Present Scenario of Human
Resources Management' for M.Com Previous and
Final (HRM and Marketing group) students.
Dr. Tiwari narrated the importance of Human
Resource in today's era and discussed with
example. Rag Amit Mehta, student of M.Com
proposed vote of thanks. Lecture was followed
by interesting questionare.
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} Participation in International Leadership
Programme

Dr. Mahendra Chotalia visited 20 Universities,
colleges, educational institutions and Federal
Department of Education as a member of Indian
delegation to the United State of America during
September and October 2006.

Dr. Mahendra Chotalia was invited by the U.S.
Department of States to participate in the
programme:International Leadership for
Developing Curriculum for Teacher Education. The
focus of this programme was ELS (English as a

Second Language). Under this programme he
visited renowned Universities like University of
Merryland, University of Washington, Georgea
Tech, State University of San Francisco, Seattle
University and many other departments, colleges
and high schools. He participated in two
workshops, a conference, several round table and
afew cultural exchanges. He also observed classes
of some well-known professors.

At least four major observations are presented here
to share with the academic fraternity on our
campus :

1. The English Language Teaching Curriculum
in our country is almost at par with that in
the U.S.A.

2. Thestudentsin the U.S.A. (at the college and
University level) are required to read a lot and
learn process-skills rather than memorization.

3. The questions in the examinations are mostly
application based. They try to test
comprehension and problem solving abilities
of the students. Because of this classroom
teaching is largely learning oriented, where
the students carry most of the responsibilities
to learn something.

4. Americans are talkative and fun loving people,
they keep on learning new things at any age.
They are worried about adolescents and
health problems.

Dr. Chotalia visited Washington D.C., New York,
Atlanta, Seattle, San Francisco, San Jose and many
other nearby places.

He was a member of Indian delegation in which
only five persons were invited.
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Most devout Indians fast regularly or on special
occasions like festivals. On such days they do not eat
at all, eat once or make do with fruits or a special diet
of simple food.

Fasting in Sanskrit is called upvaas. Up means "near"+
vaas means "to stay", Upvaas therefore means staying
near (the Lord), meaning the attainment of close
mental proximity with the Lord. Then what has upvaas
to do with food ?

A lot of our time and energy is spent in getting food
items, preparing, cooking, eating and digesting food.
Certain food types make our minds dull and agitated.

Hence on certain days man decides to save time and
conserve his energy by eating either simple, light food
or totally abstaining from eating so that his mind
becomes alert and pure. The mind, otherwise
pre-occupied by the thought of food, now entertains
noble thoughts and stays with the Lord. Since it is a

self-imposed form of discipline, it is usually adhered
to with joy.

Also every system needs a break and an overhaul to
work at its best. Rest and a change of diet during
fasting is very good for the digestive system and the
entire body.

The more you indulge the senses, the more they make
their demands. Fasting helps us to cultivate control
over our senses, sublimate our desires and guide our
minds to be poised and at peace.

Fasting should not make us weak, irritable or create
an urge to indulge later. This happens when there is
not noble goal behind fasting.

The Bhagavad-Gita urges us to eat appropriately-
neither too less nor too much-yukt-aahaar and to eat
simple, pure and healthy food (a saatvik diet) even
when not fasting.

(Source : Internet)
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Sheel Shrutam welcomes readers’
contributions in the form of news, views,
ideas and information for publication. Please
send your contributions before 1st week
of every month to Param Pathak,
Department of Gujarati, Sardar Patel
University, Vallabh Vidyanagar 388 120.
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