'_(C)g(\i\fai
¢

MER U faafdencag s gaus
ov: ¥ is: U 3YAIA-A 09 Hel-dAvT w90 A 2is: Y

AVIES] : UH UISS + HEGIGa 21T + [a13%0l U2d + Bzad [FAE] + Holly Al + A%y ASIS + 3S. . RVl

Editorial

Long live Homo Sapiens

Some 14 billion years ago something happened called as
Big Bang and the universe was formed. Then, some
4.5 billion year ago our solar system was formed due to
the expansion of the Universe, and out of solar nebula, a
cloud of dust left after the formation of Sun, from which
the planets were formed. A beautiful place of existence
appeared, the Earth.

The earth, as it formed, was a molten globe which cooled
eventually. As it cooled, the clouds were formed and
rains created oceans. The volcanic gases created
atmosphere and the first life appeared some 3.5 billion
years ago. The atmosphere was devoid of oxygen,
therefore the life that existed was anaerobic. The
cyanobacteria (photosynthetic life forms) created
oxygen in the atmosphere around 2.4 billion years ago
and aerobic life appeared. However, till 600 million
years ago, life existed in water as only microscopic. The
formation of terrestrial life is believed to be due to the
Moon.

The moon separated from earth due to the Giant collision
soon after the earth was formed and gradually moved
away. When the moon was very close to earth and the
tides were very high, they covered the surface and
brought the life forms to land. The terrestrial life was
formed due to the adaption of the aquatic life forms.

Plants appeared 450 million years ago and Mammals
appeared 100 million years ago. Then the modern man
evolved some 2.5 to 1 million years ago. The migration
of Man through various continents is only during last 100
thousand years.

The earth has changed progressively over these
4.5 billion years. The environment has changed and the
life on earth has also changed. Life forms have
disappeared through extinction and new life forms have
evolved through speciation. However, rapid changes
have taken place due to the Human activities and

development. What did not happen for billion years
happened after human came into existence. What did not
happen in last 1000 years has happened in last 100 years
of industrial revolution. The development of last 10
years is more than that of last 100 years. What was
supposed to be a natural gradual change in the
environment is now termed as the damage to the planet,
environment, its climate and its Biodiversity.

The global biodiversity is estimated to be about 11 to
13 million. The life operates and sustains due to the
interactions between its life forms. Jivo jivasya jivanam.
One living thing is the food for another and another and
another, thus forming a food chain. If this link is broken,
it breaks the entire chain. The chains break when life
forms become extinct. Thus biodiversity is essential.

One of the major threats to the planet and mankind is the
damage to the biodiversity due to human activities. We
are more than 7 billion now. The human population
reached 1 billion in 1804 and it took 123 years to reach
2 billion. Then onwards it has increased by one billion
almost every 15-20 years. These rapid increases in
population and activities have threatened the planet to a
mass extinction.

Mass extinction means loss of a very large number of life
forms. Some scientific studies suggest that at present we
are losing more than 350 species every day. But so far as
the mass extinctions are concerned, this is not the first
time that the planet is threatened. In its long history, earth
has passed through at least 15 mass extinctions out of
which five are recorded as major mass extinctions
between 450 million to 65 million years ago. These
extinctions lasted for thousands of years and led to the
loss of as many as 75% species. The recoveries of species
also took few million years. The reasons for these
extinctions were natural changes in the earth's
environment. However, every time it happened the
earth's diversity recovered and new species evolved. The
sixth mass extinction, the present one, started after the
appearance of Human. It is known as Holocene
extinction. Although it is just another extinction, it is
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altogether different like its name means, entirely new.
The unique thing about it is the rate at which species are
lost. The term background extinction describes the speed
at which the species have been lost (species lost/year)
throughout the history of planet. In this Holocene
extinction the background extinction rates are estimated
from 100 to 1000 times higher, with 140,000 species lost
every year. All this is because of us, human beings, our
population and our activities. To understand the extent of
damage, let us look into this analogy. Suppose we scale
the 4.5 billion years of earth to 45 years, then we are here
since last 4 hours and the industrial revolution began just
1 minute ago. In this one minute we have destroyed

Environment activists have raised concerns and we are
being made aware through various agencies regarding
the real threats to environment and how we have reached
at the verge of destroying earth. However, the fact of the
matter is that, actually we are at the verge of destroying
ourselves. Species come and go. In fact, the total
diversity as on today is only 1 to 3 % of what existed on
earth, ever. Those who don't survive, perish! Mightier
beings than us have become extinct in past. When the
planet is loaded with the dominance of a species, it
demands a change. The sarjan vanishes and nirmaan
begins.

Long live Homo Sapiens.

50% of world's forests.
- Ujjval Trivedi

Sardar Patel University goes online...

Sardar Patel University with its broad spectrum of course-oftering, caters to the needs of wider mass of
education aspirants of local region (Charotar) as well as the entire nation. With such kind of wide
operational scale, the complexities of administration increases. To overcome these difficulties and to
facilitate all such complex processes and integrate various departmental functionalities of the
university, the university authorities decided to develop software where the stakeholders who include
students, faculty and administrators can get the information on their desktops. M/s GIPL, Gandhinagar
was entrusted for this work. The implementation of this software will help the University to achieve a
more streamlined, integrated and convenient processes in management of various functions like
admissions, examinations, hostel management etc. The software developed for management of
various activities is a web based application which will meet the major objectives like online admission
module, online students' enrolment module, online examination form filling module and so on. The
Admission Module for Post Graduate Courses offered by the university departments is made live from
19th May 2014. The above mentioned module can be accessed using the link
http://www.spuvvn.edu/students corner/admissions/. The aspiring students have to register
themselves first. Then the students can fill in their application form using the login and password sent
on their e-mail id. Guidelines to fill the application form are also provided on the University website
as well as on the portal also. After filling the online application form and uploading the required
documents, the students have to send the hard copy of the application form, copies of the uploaded
documents and proof of payment of fees to the university. The module is the stepping stone towards the
complete automation of the entire Student Life Cycle.

All the applications filled in by the students will be then verified by the concerned section of the
University and the same software will help in preparing merit lists of the students on different criteria.

Benefits of the Online Admission Module:
*  The students can apply for any Post Graduate Course (except MBA and MCA) from anywhere in
the world at any time. They don't have to stand in a long queue to submit their applications.

e  The guidelines given to the students are self explanatory and the queries, if any, are solved through
the help line.

*  On the administration side, the Herculean task of DATA ENTRY is eliminated as the forms are
filled in by the students themselves. This will help the university in reducing the financial burden
ofemploying the manpower for data entry, electricity as well as saving the time.

Sheel Shrutam 2 Feb.- May 2014
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List of programmes conducted in the Month of April-May 2014
at C.C. Patel Community Science Centre

Sr. Programme - Subject Date
No.
01 | World Earth Day 2
Celebration April 2014
02 = Summer Camp - | 5 e
May 2014
03 ' National Technology Day 11th
May 2014
04 = Summer Camp - || 19th- 25th
May 2014
05 | Biodiversity Day 20th
May 2014
06 = Sky Gazing 24t
May 2014
07 | Participation in All Gujarat 31st May-
Amateur Astronomers 1st June 2014
Meet - 2014

No. of
Days
01 55 Students, Teachers, Professors &
Interested Persons
06 175 Student, Experts and Interested
Persons

01 76 Students, Interested Persons

No. of Beneficiary

07 100 Students. Interested Persons
01 80 Students, Interested Persons

01 120 Students, Interested Persons

02 CSC Staff

These all programmes are organized and celebrated under the guidance of Vice-Chancellor of
S.P.U. - Dr. Harish Padh, Hon. Director of C.C. Patel Community Science Centre
Dr. Ujjval B. Trivedi and Hon. Advisor Dr. K.N. Joshipura.
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Annual Life

Students : Rs.10.00 Faculty & Staff: Rs.200.00

Others : Rs.15.00 Institutions & Individuals :

Institutions : Rs.100.00 Rs.500.00
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Contact: Publication Division, Bhaikaka Library
Vallabh Vidyanagar 388 120

Sheel Shrutam welcomes readers' contributions in the
form of news, views, ideas and information for
publication. Please send your contributions before 1st
week of every month to Param Pathak, Department of
Gujarati, Sardar Patel University, Vallabh Vidyanagar
388 120. Email: sheelshrutam@gmail.com,
Website: www.spuvvn.edu
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