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Editorial

W(h)ither University?
The 'Idea of a University' Today
John Henry Cardinal Newman (1801-1890) published a
series of lectures entitled 7The Idea of a University : Defined
and Illustrated (1873) in which he presented his views on
what the university education ought to aim at. Though his
views are largely influenced by his religious vocation of a
priest, they are of far-reaching consequences as well as of
vital relevance to our present time when the university
system as an establishment is witnessing a ferocious
opposition from all the fronts. While questions regarding
its raison d'étre, the viability of university education and its
commitment as a public institution to the agenda of social
good have always been raised, these questions are haunting
university system now with unprecedented intensity as
people within and without university have fallen prey to the
breaking of consensus for its very desirability and a gradual
shattering of conviction is besetting its foundation. During
this time of crisis Newman's treatise on mission and
function of university can really be an oasis in the desert of
the present times. Let us have a brief look at the central
tenets of this treatise. The foremost important is Newman's
idea that university should primarily be a teaching
organisation that emphasises 'the diffusion and extension
of knowledge rather than its advancement'. Newman was
also strongly in favour of 'liberal education' which he
distinguished from commercial or professional education.
He also thought that in university knowledge should be
pursued 'for its own sake'. But by this he did not mean pure
research. For him the search for truth is an inseparable part
of university educational ideal. He also described
university as a place of 'universal knowledge', in which
sepcialised training, though valid in itself, was subordinate
to the pursuit of a broader liberal education. Newman's
'Idea’ is that university is not to teach useful knowledge or
dogmatic truth, nor to pursue research, but to educate
philosophically and critically, to discipline and enlarge the
mind.

However, the phrase 'idea of a university' was not invented
by Newman, but goes back to a seminal period in modern
university history, the reforms of Wilhelm von Humboldt in
Prussia. Starting with the University of Berlin, founded in
1810, the 'Humboldtian' university became a model for the
rest of the Europe, and by 1914 German universities were
generally admired as the best in the world. It was the
Humboldtian model that shaped the universities with
optimum premium on research. The Humboldtian
university can be seen as the characteristic form of the
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university idea until the growth of mass higher education in
the late twentieth century. It had a number of interlocking
features, some new, some inherited from the past, and was
inevitably marked by the deep forces of the age, including
nationalism, secularization, the growth of the modern state,
and the shift of social power from aristocracies to the
middle classes, on the basis of merit, intellectual expertise,
and professionalism. The central Humboldtian principle
was the 'union of teaching and research' in the work of the
individual scholar or scientist. The function of university
was to advance knowledge by original and critical
investigation, not just to transmit the legacy of the past to
teach skills. Teaching should be based on the disinterested
search for truth, and students should participate, at however
humble a level, in this search. Hence the classic view that
university was 'a community of scholars and students'
engaged on a common task. Humboldt's influence is still
felt in the assertion that research must be an integral part of
every university's activities. But for Humboldt, research
was ancillary to teaching, and the specialised research
which became the basis of the German universities'
reputation was a later development. It was only in the
twentieth century that research came to be seen as a vital
activity in itself, contributing to industrial progress,
military strength, and social welfare, and requiring
collaborative rather than individual effort. In Britain, this
came quite late: even in the 1960s, the plate-glass
universities were most notable for their experiments in
teaching. The current emphasis on research as the sine qua
non of universities is arecent phenomenon.

Where do we stand, as an Indian university founded on the
principle of catering to the innermost rural regions'
educational requirements, between these two extremes of
views pertaining to the university system represented by
Newman and Humboldt? This is the question confronting
us at this juncture when there are too many upheavals taking
place in the university system right from policy design and
syllabus formation to examination and assessment pattern.
We must rethink the mission and function of our university
amidst these winds of change by keeping the student in the
centre of any of our policy decision, since no public
institution can aim to survive by ignoring the needs of the
very group that it is supposed to cater to. Given the fact that
ours is a university dedicated to the mission of rural
regeneration and upliftment through higher education, it is
high time to give a serious thought to its raison d étre by
attempting striking a balance between Newmanian and
Humboldtian perspectives on the university education
system.

Manish Solanki



Teaching - Learning

® A Two-day National Level Seminar on
"Understanding the Indian Rural Consumers"
was organized by G.H. Patel Postgraduate
Institute of Business Management (MBA
Programme), Sardar Patel University, Vallabh
Vidyanagar on 17th and 18th February 2012
under UGC DRS SAP-Il. Prof. H.J. Jani,
Director, Department of Management
introduced the guests and speakers.
Prof. R.P. Patel, Co-ordinator of UGC SAP
DRS-Il introduced the theme of the seminar to
the audience. Dr. Harish Padh, Vice-
Chancellor, Sardar Patel University presided
over the inaugural function. He emphasized
the importance of interface between
advancement in science, business and
consumers. Prof. Jeemol Unni, Director,
Institute of Rural Management, Anand,
delivered the key note address. She
emphasized on the shrinking rural market but
highlighted huge prospects of growth in rural
India because of the sheer size and growth
potential. Subsequently, the Seminar was
divided into four different technical sessions
during these two days. The broad theme of the
four different technical sessions were (i) FMCG
and Consumer Durables: Rural Market
Scenario in India, (ii) Service Sector: Rural
Perspective (iii) Consumer Behavior and
Promotion Mix in Indian Rural Market and (iv)
Indian Rural Consumer: General Theme.
Academicians, research scholars and subject
experts presented total 65 research papers
from different Colleges and PG Departments of
Gujarat during these two days. Prof. Hemant
C.Trivedi, MICA, Ahmedabad delivered the
Valedictory address on 18th February 2012.
The seminar was co-ordinated by Seminar
Director Dr. Darshana R. Dave, with active
support of other faculty members and students
of the department.
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"Contemporary Development and Dimensions
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e G.H. Patel Postgraduate Institute of
Business Management (MBA Programme)
has been organizing Alumni Meet every year
since last 15 years. This year also the
department organized the Alumni Meet on 5th
February 2012.Total 96 alumni attended the
meet. They shared their experiences and
participated in the panel discussion titled
"Glass Ceiling". At the end of the programme,
various awards such as Alumni of the Year,
Consistent Alumni, Mr. Alumnus, Ms. Alumna
etc. were given to alumni for encouraging them
to visit their alma matter more frequently.

o ieie Yluct AsIBR ARAE AquAd 2 wwcny
Aldleny uzd w1&A sldy, deiedi “‘yusid
IulaiInl’’ didAd Argd [Ae121 @RI AgdMi 3us
AR’ A Ay 350 A1 Crdloog . u2d
(asla)ell iea21drii 2¥R1d YfeialFE], AxeIdiEdd] eirvI
A1ldca cddal 274 Y2511 AeHldld
UI. ST. A3ASIod HBdlg CAIvAIal A1 &g,

® di¥adi AlwAd AUdla ¥ F.9]. los wylsellad
AlFe sésdRiol udaimi 2l wigeel Aapisa
AAIAA dieie dl sld¥i w16y 53 YJdI §oRISIod
€d, ferdlat Aeld, A3 Aldl, o121 (1], edog u2d,
sé€4 angll, 3% Avi, vallel u2d, A cligns, ¥A2
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e G.H. Patel Postgraduate Institute of
Business Management (MBA Programme)
organized a talk on the Union Budget 2012-13
by renowned academician and Economist,
Prof. Ravindra Dholakia of IIM-Ahmedabad on
17th March 2012.

The speaker was introduced to the audience by
Prof. H. J. Jani who briefly described Prof.
Dholakia's credentials. The auditorium was
packed with students and faculty members
from various institutions in and around Anand
including IRMA, AIMS, SEMCOM, University
Departments, ILSASS, SPEC, Agro Economic
Research Centre etc.

In his talk, Prof. Dholakia with his usual witty
style, revealed that this fiscal document was
not having a long term mission and confidence.
He explained the critical assumptions on which
the budget was made such as lower oil prices,
expectations of higher agriculture growth and a
massive recovery of the US economy, all of
which, according to him, was wishful thinking.
He attacked the approach on Fiscal
Responsibility Budget Management (FRBM).
He explained that politicians turned finance
ministers are not competent and they simply
pass on their mess and burden to the next
ministers and so on. He finally observed that
this budget was lacking the courage to go out
for a fiscal consolidation. At the end of the
session, Dr. P.K. Priyan, proposed the vote of
thanks. This programme was organized under
Corporation Bank Chair in Management.
Mr. Chandra Shekhar-Branch Manager, Sardar
Patel University branch, corporation Bank also
briefly explained impact of budget on banking
sector.

Sheel Shrutam

Newly Constituted Syndicate Body
for 1 April 2012 to 31 March 2015

(1) Dr. Harish Padh

(2) Director (Commissioner) of Higher
Education

(83) Commissioner of Technical Education

(4) Director of Health, Medical Services and
Medical Education

(5) Dr. Pallavi Patel

(6) Dr. Samir Jagdishchandra Patel

(7) Dr. Varmala Tirathram Bhamwari

(8) Mrs. Rekha Linus Emanuel

(9) Shri Indrajit Natvarlal Patel

(10) Shri Ketankumar Parsottamdas Patel
(11) Shri Pragneshkumar Arvindbhai Patel
(12) Shri Bipinchandra Purshottamdas Patel
(13) Dr. Dilipkumar Gordhanbhai Patel
(14) Gadhavi Ghanshyamsinh Narsinh
(15) Dr. Shirish H. Shrivastava

(16) Shri Gurusharan A. Patel

(17) Ms. Khyatiben Patel

(18) Shri Parth Bipinchandra Patel

(19) Dr. Nikhil Zaveri

(20) Shri Hemantkumar J. Patel

(21) Smt. Rupa Anand Dalal

(22) Dr. Farokh Sorabiji Umrigar

(23) Dr. Bharatkumar N. Pandya

(24) Dr. Ujjwal Trivedi

(25) Shri Jayprakash V. Patel

(26) Shri Rajesh R. Patel
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Guest Lectures
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UGC-ACADEMIC STAFF COLLEGE
Schedule of Orientation Programme, Refresher Course, Short Term Programme,
Interaction Programme, Capability Enhancement Programme For Academic Year 2012-13

Orientation Programme

15th Orientation Programme

18th RC Natural Science (MD)

02-04-12t0 29-05-12 | 19th RC Social Science (MD)

06-02-13 to 26-02-13

27-02-13 to 19-03-13

16th Orientation Programme

17th Orientation Programme

19-04-12 to 16-05-12
17-04-12 to 13-05-12

Refresher Course

10th RC in Commerce and Mngt.
11th RC in Agricultural Science
12th RC in Mathematical Sci. (MD)
13th RC in Lib. & information Sci.

24-05-12 to 13-06-12
14-06-12 to 03-07-12
19-11-12 to 09-12-12
19-11-12 to 09-12-12

14th RC in Language Education (ID) 19-11-12 to 09-12-12

15th RC in Comparative Ligerature

19-11-12 to 09-12-12

16th RC in Research Methodology (MD) 17-12-12 to 06-01-13

17th RC in Educational Technology

16-01-13 to 05-02-13

Sheel Shrutam

20th RC Engineering & Tech. (MD)

Short Term

Translation Studies

Writing Skill & Comprehension

Principal/Aca. Admin

Disaster Management

Capability Enhancement Programme

Capacity Enhancement Programme

Interaction Programme

Interaction Programme

10  Feb.-May 2012

20-03-13 to 09-04-13

04-07-12 to 09-07-12
20-08-12 to 25-08-12
10-09-12 to 15-09-12
01-10-12 to 06-10-12

03-09-12 to 05-09-12

14-10-12 to 19-10-12



The Most Selfish 1 Letter World
The Most Satisfying 2 Letter World
The Most Poisonous 3 Letter World
The Most Used 4 Letter Word

The Most Pleasing 5 Letter World

The Most Enviable 8 Letter World

The Most Powerful 9 Letter World
The Most Valued 10 Letter World

The Most Fastest Spreading 6 Letter World
The Most Hardest Working 7 Letter World

" Avoid it.
"We" Use it.
"EGO" Overcome it.
"LOVE" Value it.
"SMILE" Keep it.
"RUMOUR" Ignore it.
"SUCCESS" Achieve it.
"JEALOUSY" Distance

Yourself from it.
"KNOWLEDGE" Acquire it.
"FRIENDSHIP"  Maintain it.

Z A Sepoy

(Source : Internet - E-mail)
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Sarangi Instrumental Live in Concert

A series of Sarangi Instrumental Live
Concerts was organised under the auspices of
Sardar Patel University and Anand Chapter,
SPIC MACAY on 26, 27 and 28 February, 2012
at IRMA  Auditorium, Anand, M P Patel
Auditorium of S P University and MBICT
Women's Engineering College, New Vallabh
Vidyanagar respectively. The artistes who
performed at these concerts were Shri Kamal
Sabri, the sarangi maestro and Shri Nakul
Mishra, the renowned tabla player. They
performed at MP Patel Auditorium, Sardar Patel
University, Vallabh Vidyanagar on 27 February,
2012.

In the beginning, Prof. Ranjana Dave,
Gujarat State Coordinator, SPIC MACAY
welcomed the artistes as well as the audience
on behalf of Sardar Patel University and SPIC
MACAY. She also introduced both the artistes to
the audience. This was followed by the floral
welcome and felicitation of the artistes in which
Dr Harish Padh, the Hon'ble Vice-Chancellor of
the university felicitated Shri Kamal Sabri with
the bouquet and the memento and Prof.
Ranjana Dave presented the bouquet and the
memento to Shri Nakul Mishra.

Shri Kamal Sabri began his performance
by expressing his deep sense of gratitude to S P
University and SPIC MACAY for giving him the
opportunity to perform before the young
audience by arranging this series of concerts.
He started with rendering the raag Maru behag,
firstin vi/ambit laya and gradually switching over
to madhya and drut laya. Then he played the
raag Basant and Desh. He also sang a kajri,

- SARDAR PATEL UNIVERSITY
VALLABH VIDYANAGAR
GUJARAT
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showing his mastery in gaayaki as well, and
reproduced it on his sarangi. He concluded his
performance with a medley based on folk tunes
and film songs. Shri Nakul Mishra accompanied
the sarangi instrumental with his equally
powerful tabla playing that enhanced the
charming impact of this jugalbandi.

Towards the end of this concert, there
was a brief question-answer session where the
audience had the opportunity to interact with
these artistes. Some of the listeners asked
questions regarding the history of sarangi as an
Indian classical instrument and its various
types. Shri Kamal Sabri gave a useful wealth of
information on this in his talk. He also
emphasised the need to protect and promote
the precious heritage of Indian classical music
through the active participation of young
generation. He complemented Sardar Patel
University and SPIC MACAY for their attempts
and contribution towards this aim. At the end,
Manish Solanki, Asst. Professor of Department
of English, proposed the vote of thanks
appreciating the collaborative attempt of
everyone involved in organising this music
concert. Dr Vibha Vaishnav, Associate
Professor of Department of Electronics, and
Shri N K Bhatt, I/c Chief Accountant of the
University lent their invaluable co-operation and
guidance during this entire event. The students-
volunteers of Department of English offered
their help and assistance to ensure the success
of this programme. Ms. Deepika Kevlani and
Mr. Utpal Ganatra, the research students of
Department of English, compered the function.
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